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LOS ANGELES – Rather than rush 
to checkout of our Santa Monica hotel 
to get to the airport for our return flight 
home, we decided to stay at the Westin 
Los Angeles Airport (www.westinlos-
angelesairport.com) for the final night. 
This is a beautiful property which many 
travellers use as a base for an entire trip.

Located just four blocks from LAX, 
The Westin Los Angeles Airport is ideal-
ly situated for your convenience. Wheth-
er traveling for business or pleasure, this 
sophisticated hotel puts you within easy 
reach of everything you need for a suc-
cessful trip. I got the family settled in, 
returned my Sixt Rent a Car vehicle on-
ly a few blocks away and came back to 
5400 West Century Blvd. 

What a good decision this was. We had 
a deluxe corner king non-smoking suite, 
with a separate living room, a nice bal-
cony and a large washroom. Both rooms 
were outfitted with white noise machines, 
something I sleep with every night of the 
year. Being next to an airport, this is a very 
bright move by the hotel. We had a small 
fridge, a hide-a-bed and a large sofa, a desk 
for me to write this very story on my com-
puter and Wi-Fi connections for up to four 
devices. This was an absolutely fabulous 

setup which really helped us conclude our 
trip on a very positive note. 

The room also gave us access to 
the 12th floor Westin Executive Club 
Lounge. Westin Executive Club Room 
guests and SPG® Platinum members 
enjoy exclusive access. It includes com-
plimentary wireless high speed internet 
access, computer workstations, access 
to business news, and Starbucks® coffee 
24 hours a day. Breakfast is served Mon-
day through Friday mornings, and hors 
d’oeuvres are served Monday through 
Thursday evenings. The hotel provides 
a shuttle to and from the airport every 
20 minutes. 

 There is a nice outdoor pool and 
whirlpool, 24/7 workout facilities, a top-
notch business center,  accommodations 
for dogs up to 40 pounds, superb meeting 
facilities and several options of where to 
dine. The 1930’s-style Daily Grill Res-
taurant & Bar is inspired by the great 
city grills of yesteryear; it’s a great spot 
in which to toast the end of a successful 
day. I would definitely recommend this 
place for more than a one night stay.  

For more information call 310-
216-5858.

– Mike Cohen

We started off with a drink, the ap-
propriately named Ocean Avenue, con-
taining vodka, fresh strawberry and 
lemon juice, with tarragon essence and 
served over ice. Our charming server 
Alicia then provided some background 
on the menu. We shared an order of Baja 
Stone Crab to start and I had my per-
sonal favorite, a bowl of New England 
clam chowder. For the main course the 
Wild Black Cod Miso (sablefish), served 
seared with eggplant, blistered shishito 

pepper and red miso sauce, called out 
to two members of our party. This is a 
favorite fish of family members and not 
something you see on many menus. I 
had my eye on the Wild New Zealand 
Sword Fish, with marinated zucchini 
and caper brown butter. In addition, I 
ordered some Yukon gold mashed po-
tatoes on the side. I wish I could make 
them as good as this.

Mike Cohen’s email address is info@
mikecohen.ca. Follow his travels at 
www.sandboxworld.com/travel and on 
Instagram @mikecohencsl.

The Westin LAX airport hotel is also popular for longer stays in the  
Los Angeles area 

Sun Youth will soon be in the 
midst of its Holiday food ham-
pers distribution, a tradition that 
goes back to the beginnings of 
the organization in 1954. In the 
early years of Sun Youth, co-
founders Sid Stevens and Earl 
De La Perralle, along with the 
rest of the gang, limited their 
efforts to preparing and distrib-
uting a handful of food baskets 
to the neighbourhood families. 
Unbeknownst to them, it would 
become one of Sun Youth’s main 
operations decades after. The 
creation of the organization’s 
food bank in 1981 was meant 
to be a temporary measure to 
counteract the recession but 36 
years later, about 27,000 people 
receive food assistance from the 
Saint-Urbain Street charity on a 
yearly basis.
Sun Youth is still there to help its 
neighbours but the neighbour-
hood has now extended to the 
Greater Montreal area. Some 
5,000 Sun Youth families are ex-
pected to receive a Holiday food 
hamper this year with brand new 
toys for their children 12 years 
and under. The organization is 
counting on your generosity to 
accomplish this mission and give these 
families the chance to have a fresh start in 
the New Year. Contributions at this time 
of year not only help Sun Youth bring a 
brighter Holiday season to those families 
but will also allow the organization to 
renew its commitment to supporting the 
greater Montreal community throughout 
the winter months.

Christmas and Chanukah 
basket distribution

People wishing to register with Sun 
Youth must come down to Sun Youth 
with a proof of address, a proof of in-
come as well as identifi cation documents 
for all people in the household, Monday 
through Friday between 9 am and 4 pm 
at 4251 St. Urbain Street. 

The 37th Basketball 
Holiday Classic

The 37th edition of Sun Youth’s Basket-
ball Holiday Classic will be held from 
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Santa Claus (Desmarchais-Crawford City 
Counselor Sterling Downey) bringing toys 
and cheers to kids from Sun Youth’s Chil-
dren Help Program on December 2, 2017.

Echoes of Sun Youth
by Nicolas Carpentier  

Sun Youth Communications 
Department

Help Sun Youth 
Make The Holidays Brighter

This space is offered by a donor of Sun Youth in collaboration 
with The Montrealer. For more information on our programs visit our 
website at www.sunyouthorg.com. For more news and information 

on Sun Youth and the community, like us on Facebook, follow us 
on Twitter and Instagram and connect with us on LinkedIn.

The organization embarks on its 63rd annual campaign

December 14th to 17th. The tournament, a 
tradition for almost four decades and the 
oldest of its kind in the province, will once 
again feature talented athletes from the Unit-
ed States, Ontario and Quebec. The games 
will be held at Concordia University and at 
École Secondaire Saint-Laurent. More de-
tails on Sun Youth’s Facebook page.

You too can contribute!
With a simple monetary donation you al-
low Sun Youth to purchase food which it 
will use to prepare Holiday food hampers 
complete with all the trimmings to prepare 
a traditional Holiday meal. The organiza-
tion is also seeking donations of new toys 
for children 12 years and under to brighten 
their Holidays. Also, with your donations 
of non-perishable goods (canned food, pas-
ta, baby food, etc.) and hygiene products 
(hygienic paper, soap, shampoo, adult and 
baby diapers, etc.) you contribute to the 
well-being of low-income families across 
Montreal.

Spend your last night or 
two at the Westin LAX

Santa Monica continued from page 26


