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MEGA
PIANO SALE

AUGUST 16 TO SEPTEMBER 16, 2018

UP TO  
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OFF 40% 30
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ENT
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Photo for illustration purposes only

BERRI

JEAN-TALON

SAINTE-DOROTHÉE

LAVAL

BOUCHERVILLE

5 STORES ONLY :

† Quantities may be limited. Selected models only. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Offer in effect at our five 

participating stores only.

Life&Arts

By Mike Cohen
The Suburban

WHISTLER, BC – Eight years have 
passed since Whistler, B.C. served as a 
host community for the Winter Olympic 
Games. This stunning resort town, a mere 
two-hour drive from Vancouver, attracts 
visitors year-round and is best known for 
its spectacular ski hill and experiences like 
the Peak 2 Peak Gondola and more recently 
a popular new suspension bridge.

In July, the Montreal-based Moment 
Factory introduced something quite spec-
tacular. This world renowned multimedia 
entertainment studio specializes in the 
conception and production of immersive 
environments combining video, lighting, 
architecture, sound and special effects to 
create remarkable visitor experiences. In a 
mere six months, working with The Adven-
ture Group in Whistler, it brought to life an 
experience called Vallea Lumina, the latest 
in their signature series of immersive mul-
timedia night walks.

Vallea Lumina takes visitors on a mythic 
journey through the forests on Cougar and 
Rainbow mountains, where video projec-
tions, lighting, sound, and special effects 
add a layer of mystery to the mountain’s 
natural beauty. Along a 1.5 km pathway, 
visitors follow clues left by two hikers to-
ward a secret valley.

This new storytelling format was pio-
neered in 2014 with the creation of For-

esta Lumina in Coaticook, Quebec. Closer 
to home, Moment Factory and Tremblant 
have been pairing their savoir-faire for the 
past two years by creating an immersive, 
interactive and illuminated night walk that 
begins with a ride on the Flying Mile lift. 

From its midway station, the adventure 
darts into the wilderness, and concludes 
back in the pedestrian village. It is called 
Tonga.

“We actually heard about The Adventure 
Group and Whistler from friends and de-

cided quite quickly that this was a good fit 
for us,” Moment Factory Multimedia Direc-
tor Thomas Pintal told The Suburban in an 
interview. “They owned the land we needed 
and working with some experienced trail 
builders we completed in six months in 
Whistler what took us a year in Tremblant.”

This was a remarkable experience for our 
family as we literally got to explore new 
frontiers of storytelling. Visitors are trans-
ported through time to a forest rangers’ ba-
secamp steeped in nostalgia, where they set 
out on a mission to find a legendary hidden 
valley. Some of the projections, which play 
on a loop, were so realistic it looked like 
real people in front of us.

The experience will run daily until Oc-
tober 2018. Pintal said it will return again 
next summer. The illuminated trail takes 
approximately 60 minutes to complete, 
and a complimentary shuttle service is pro-
vided from Whistler Village. All of the nec-
essary information is available at https://
vallealumina.com

Moment Factory already launched its 
first two-night walks in Asia earlier this 
year. “After our success debuting the Lumi-
na experience abroad, it felt great to cross 
back over the Pacific to bring the series to 
Canada’s West Coast for the first time,” a 
Moment Factory statement says.

For more about Whistler, things to do 
and places to dine, go to our extended fea-
ture at www.thesuburban.com n

Montreal’s Moment Factory is behind Whistler’s newest tourist attraction

Vallea Lumina, the latest in Moment Factory’s signature series of immersive multimedia night 
walks, takes visitors on a mythic journey through the forests on Cougar and Rainbow moun-
tains.
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