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Like other cities when you want to play a bit 
of tourist, get the CityPass (www.citypass.com/
tampa#6QcVgMcR8yS4QVcg.99). It is only $143.29 
for adults and $129.77 for children. This includes ad-
mission to Busch Gardens, The Florida Aquarium, the 
Lowry Park Zoo, the Clearwater Marina Aquarium and 
either the Museum of Science & Industry (MOSI) or 
the Chihuly Collection.

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay (www.buschgarden-
stampa.com) is the ultimate family adventure, offering 
300 acres of fascinating attractions based on exotic ex-
plorations around the world. A unique blend of thrill-
ing rides, one of the country’s premier zoos with more 
than 12,000 animals, live shows, restaurants, shops 
and games, this spot provides unrivaled excitement for 
guests of every age.  

Located right across the street from Busch Gardens 
is Adventure Island’s (www.AdventureIsland.com) 
30 acres of water-drenched fun in the sun. It features 
the ultimate combination of high-speed thrills and 
tropical, tranquil surroundings for guests of all ages. 
Within a soothing Key West atmosphere awaits an un-
rivaled blend of slides, corkscrews, waterfalls, a wave 
pool, children’s water playground and other family at-
tractions.  

The Florida Aquarium (www.fl aquarium.org) is one 
of the top of its kind in the country, with over 20,000 
sea creatures! Here you can experience sharks, alliga-
tors, otters and more while encountering ring-tailed 

Le King David offers a fresh opportunity for seniors to  
live life to its fullest in a vibrant and friendly environment. 

Our residents enjoy the degree of independence they desire, 
complemented with a measure of personalized care.

lemurs, hissing cockroaches and colorful chameleons 
in Journey to Madagascar.   

At Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo (www.lowryzoo.org) 
you can see more than 1,200 animals, including mana-
tees, koalas, elephants, tigers, penguins, giraffes, orang-
utans and much more. Enhance your visit with water 
play areas, rides and educational shows a fi ve-time win-
ner of the TripAdvisor Certifi cate of Excellence (2010-
2015), this is recognized as one of the most popular zoos 
in the southeastern US, with over one million visitors 
annually. 

Tampa’s Museum of Science & Industry, better 
known as MOSI (www.mosi.org), is a scientifi c play-
ground with more than 450 hands-on activities in the 
largest science center in the southeastern United States. 
You can see the stars in The Saunders Planetarium, ex-
plore another world in their NASA-funded Mission: 
Moon base lunar colony and touch the future in the 
next exhibit, Connectus. 

 If you are in the downtown area, then I recommend 
you stop by the Unlock Tampa Bay Visitors Center at 
201 North Franklin Street. It is open Monday to Satur-
day from 10 am to 6 pm and Sundays from 11 am to 5 
pm. Here you will get excellent local advice on attrac-
tions, restaurants, and things to do during your stay. 

While in town we secured tickets for Harry Pot-
ter and the Chamber of Secrets in Concert, featur-
ing the Florida Orchestra at the magnifi cent Straz 
Center for the Performing Arts (www.strazcenter.org).  

MIKE COHEN

Travel Spotlight

TAMPA BAY – Last year my 
family I spent our winter vacation 
in St. Petersburg, Florida.  How-
ever, when it came to shopping and dining, we found 
ourselves commuting to Tampa on a fairly regular ba-
sis. We liked what we saw and were sure to make it our 
base this time around.

The hip, urban heart of Florida’s Gulf coast beats in 
Tampa Bay (www.visittampabaycom). Here cultural 
gems mingle with authentic history to create an at-
mosphere that inspires awe and adventure. Whether 
your quest is for art spanning antiquity to the modern 
era, sensational live entertainment or other untold de-
lights, imaginative and inspiring thrills await around 
every corner.  

From Busch Gardens to the Straz Center for 
Performing Arts Tampa Bay has at lot to offer 

The Florida Aquarium

The Straz Center features current Broadway 
shows such as  Beautiful – the Carole King 
Musical and Hamilton
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YOU don’t 
need to be
ALONE...

We offer affordable 
living for Autonomous and 
Semi-Autonomous Seniors

■ Private and Semi-Private Rooms

■ Visiting Physician
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■ Sunday Chapel, Saturday Mass
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■ Emergency Call Bells & Intercom

■ 24 Hour Supervision and/or 
Assistance
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For further information, please call

Vicky Stewart 514.481.5638
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Owned and operated by The Salvation Army
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TAMPA – In late 2011, Tampa International Air-
port officials began the process of updating the Mas-
ter Plan for the 3,300-acre campus. The final plan, 
approved in 2013, will allow the airport to accom-
modate up to 35 million passengers each year, and is 
divided into three distinct phases: Decongestion, en-
abling and expansion. It allows a “build as demand 
dictates” approach to growth, with phases based on 
passenger volume.

The first phase, which is scheduled for completion 
in 2018, helps decongest the curbsides, roads and 
main terminal, and includes a 2.6 million-square-
foot Rental Car Center, a 1.4-mile automated people 
mover and an expansion of the main terminal. Upon 
disembarking, passengers board a train (The Sky-
Connect Automated People Mover System) which 
brings them to the brand new rental car terminal.

This brings me to Fox Rent A Car (www.foxrenta-
car.com). On our trip here last year we had our first 
experience with Fox and we were extremely pleased, 
and decided to book with them again.

Fox has now moved into the new rental facility 
at the airport from its original off-site location. For 
our visit we were pleased to drive away with a brand 
new Chrysler 300. At Fox you’ll find economy cars, 
family-size cars, SUVs, mini-vans and luxury or 
sport vehicles available for your discount rental.  

The Tampa operation is managed by Edgar Her-
nandez, who has been with Fox since the company 
first arrived in Florida six years ago. In addition to 
Tampa, their Sunshine State locations include Orlan-
do, Fort Myers, Miami and Fort Lauderdale.  Prices 
here are significantly better than the competition.  

The Tampa location is open 24 hours a day.  

Fox benefits from enhanced Tampa Airport upgrades

This concert featured the film, with the orchestra 
performing John Williams’ unforgettable score. A 
capacity crowd loved every moment of it. Watch for 
this to come to a city near you. The question is; can any 
place do it better than the Straz? A year earlier we saw 
the Broadway hit An American in Paris while in town. 
We simply love this venue and were literally looking 
for an excuse to return. 

If you are headed to Tampa in 2018 there are some 
great Broadway shows booked such as  Forever Plaid, 
Phantom of the Opera, The Color Purple, The Body-
guard, Beautiful – the Carole King Musical, Waitress, 
Sound of Music, The Illusionists and Cinderella. The 
spectacular tour of Hamilton will land at the Straz for the 
2018-2019 season. You can also check out Opera Tampa, 
which produces the highest caliber presentations.

Mike Cohen’s email address is info@mikecohen.ca. 
Follow his travels at www.sandboxworld.com/travel 
and on Instagram @mikecohencsl.

For more information call 1-800-225-4369 Ext. 1 or 
1-310-641-3838 Ext. 1. Fox is now  the fifth largest 
car rental company in the US and it continues ex-
panding globally, with new locations open for res-
ervations in the popular tourist markets of Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, Merida, Mexico, Auckland, New 
Zealand, Fort McMurray, Alberta and Istanbul, Tur-
key, Aruba, Antigua, Barbuda and Poland. 

Fox was founded in 1989 as a value-based car 
rental brand catering to airport travellers. Actively 
managed and owned by its founders, Fox has en-
joyed robust growth for over 25 years. Fox offers 
great value, convenience and superior service at 
19 major corporate owned airport locations across 
the US plus 115 plus affiliate locations in 33 coun-
tries and a growing roster of international partner  
locations at www.foxrentacar.com.

Edgar Hernandez has been with Fox since the 
company first arrived in Florida six years ago

A cheetah at Busch Gardens – one of 
the biggest zoos in addition to being an 
amusement park
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