
When Johnny Azzue was 11 years old,
growing up in the city’s Mile End district,
he had a rude awakening. He was in
Grade 5 at the time and due an intolera-
ble situation at home involving his
father, he quit school and got a job to
support his family.

“The first thing I did was throw my
father out of the house,” Azzue said over
bagels and eggs at his St. Viateur Bagel
and Café establishment in NDG. “There
were serious problems and he had to go.
I went to a local locksmith, told him I
had no money and explained the situa-
tion. He came and changed the locks,
blocking my dad from returning. A
month later I paid him back.”

Azzue enrolled in the school of hard
knocks, working at a café. He did so for
many years, eventually moving on to a
company where he served coffee at trade
shows. His first foray into the restaurant
business was in 2000 on St. Laurent
Blvd. It was a loss  financially, but the
experience he gained opened up the eyes
of Joe and Nick Morena. Azzue lived
right near their original St. Viateur
Bagel Shop and the Morenas offered him
the chance to become a partner in a new

café concept. He accepted the challenge
and never looked back. In June he
launched the first St. Viateur Bagel and
Café mobile food truck. St. Viateur also
has a location on Sources Blvd. in
Dollard des Ormeaux.

Married to lawyer Rosalia Giarratona,
the couple live in St. Leonard with their
two children aged 10 and 12. Azzue is
usually at work by 5 a.m. each day, but
here is where things get interesting.
Around the time the St. Viateur Bagel
and Café opened up, Azzue took up run-
ning. At one point Nick Morena suggest-
ed he consider a marathon. Taking the
cue, Azzue signed up for the 2001
Montreal International Marathon and
completed the course. This turned out to
be the beginning of a new obsession and
for the past 11 years he has religiously
participated in about two marathons a
year, and has travelled to Florida, France,

Italy and Spain. He’ll be back at the
Montreal event in September and has
London, England in his sights for next
spring.

“Each day when I leave the office in
mid afternoon I go home and run,” he
says. “When I get in at 5 a.m. I have some
Vector cereal with bananas. I try to eat
healthy and the running keeps me in
shape. I owe it all to Nick. Not only did he
push me to do this, but he bought a book
and he used that to train me.”

STREET MAGNETS
“One of my favourite things in life is to

grab my camera and wander,” says 41-
year-old documentary filmmaker and
street photographer Ezra Soiferman.
“Whether it’s here in my native Montreal
or off in another city, little thrills me
more than walking the streets photo-
graphing people, places and objects that

catch me by surprise.”
Some of Soiferman’s favourite street

shots from journeys over the past five
years,  taken in Montreal, Amsterdam,
Brooklyn, Halifax, Manhattan, Toronto,
and Woodstock  are on display at Victoria
Park (376 Victoria Ave.) in Westmount
until Sept. 16. All photos are offered as
signed, limited edition prints from a
series of 10 prints per size.  For more
information, contact Jessica Yaffe at 514-
947-1211.

GREEK GODDESS
There is another great exhibition

through Sept. 30 at Le Meriden Versailles
(1808 Sherbrooke St. West) called
Demeter (meaning Greek Goddess) by
Demetrious Papakostas. The Montreal
native studied commercial art and
launched his own graphics company in
1995. In his current exhibition, he has
used layers of form and colour to create
magnificent oil paintings. He says that in
his work there is an element of what he
perceives to be nature’s spiritual pres-
ence and enduring message of hope and
serenity.   Each piece is a journey, accord-
ing to the artist. He says he is always try-
ing to peek behind the veil of reality to
catch a glimpse of that elusive spirit pres-
ent in nature and in all things. His work
is included in several corporate and pri-
vate collections.

Have you got something to share?
Email mcohen@thesuburban.com or
call 514-484-9203, ext. 307. Follow me
on Twitter @mikecohencsl and at
http://blog.thesuburban.com.
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Johnny Azzue’s degree from the school of hard knocks 
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Johhny Azzue in front of his Bagelmobile. Azzue completes the Barcelona International
Marathon.

From street photographer Ezra Soiferman. A painting from the Demeter 
exhibition.
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