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ExCEllEnCE RiviERA CAnCun: From the files of
publisher Harriet Szabo and her husband Leslie, we have
news from their most recent travels to Excellence Riviera
Cancun (www.excellence-resorts.com) in Mexico.  The
happy couple was there for 10 days in early January and
had a great time.  From everything Harriet tells me, this
resort and its services were absolutely wonderful. They

reserved special mention for General Manager, Jordi Mir; his motto is “Excellence�means�never�saying�no.”

If you have a taste for romance and relaxation, the all-inclusive luxury of Excellence Riviera Cancun is waiting
to welcome you. Situated on a sugar-white sand beach on Mexico’s Riviera Maya coast, this is a classic all-
suite Mediterranean-style resort of stucco, tile and marble. It may be secluded, but it’s not isolated. Vibrant
Cancun, cosmopolitan Playa del Carmen and the ancient Mayan world are all at
your doorstep.  Yes, there is much to discover. But it seems once you arrive at
the resort, it is pretty tough to leave.

This is an adults only resort that revolves around six winding pools. You can
pamper yourself at Miilé Spa and experience gourmet cuisine at no less than
eight international restaurants on site. Enjoy an afternoon snorkel, a yoga class
on the beach at sun-up or a late-night spin on the dance floor in their nightclub. 

The finely appointed suites and guest rooms offer superior amenities: king or
two double beds; private and furnished patio or balcony; junior suites with a
rooftop terrace featuring a private exterior HydroSpa pool (heated in the winter)
and a shower on the roof deck. At all Excellence resorts, the Excellence Club
represents the ultimate in luxury, privacy, exclusivity and service.  Excellence
Riviera Cancun offers a wide variety of beach, land and water activities throughout
each day. The 1,900 square foot brand new on-premise state-of-the-art fitness
centre provides guests with deluxe exercise facilities offering complete weight
and cardio equipment including treadmills, crossover, cardiovascular and
movement machines.

Guests staying at the Excellence Riviera Cancun will enjoy
24-hour all-inclusive service. This includes a special welcome cocktail
and a cool towel, full breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks each day,
10 bars, unlimited natural fruit juices and soft drinks as well as
premium and domestic alcoholic beverages, 24-hour room service,
pool and beach waiter service, five outdoor Jacuzzis, non-motorized
water sports (sailing, windsurfing, sea kayaking, snorkeling gear,
introductory scuba lesson), daily activities, live music, tennis clinics,
free wireless internet,  all taxes and gratuities already covered.

Excellence�Riviera�Cancun�

AdvEnTuRES in Travel

Excellence�Riviera�suite

Chef�José�Luis�Chooc
Campos,�Waiter,�Edgar�Jesus

Moreno�Novelo

By Mike Cohen
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nEw yORK CiTy: New York City (www.nycgo.com)
remains one of the most exciting destinations in the
world. When my family and I travelled there over the
winter holiday break, it marked our first trip to the Big
Apple in six years. Unquestionably, “the draw” in the
Big Apple remains its extraordinary Broadway
productions.  New York's landmark historic Jewish
neighborhood, the Lower East Side was once home
to the world's largest Jewish community. The overall
New York Jewish community in the metropolitan area
has remained stable at 1.4 million people; the Jewish
population of New York City is just below a million.

We stayed at The Benjamin (www.thebenjamin.com),
a boutique luxury hotel centrally located in midtown
Manhattan at the corner of Lexington Avenue and
50th Street, with quick, direct access to Fifth Avenue
restaurants and shops, Grand Central Station, MoMA,
Rockefeller Center, St. Patrick’s Cathedral and
Bloomingdales, among a myriad of other premiere
city attractions.  Each time I am in New York, I make
it a point to dine at the Jewish-owned Ben Benson's
Steak House (www.benbensons.com). Opened in
1982, it is one of the top 100 independent restaurants
in America. Manhattanites and visitors rub elbows
with celebrities, politicians, sports stars and business
executives, over huge juicy steaks and fantastic
Benson crispy hashed browns. Benson is a hands-
on owner who created the menu himself, offering only
USDA Prime steaks and chops and premium-quality
poultry and seafood. Ben Benson's serves huge
portions, including a gigantic baked potato, great
salads and superb desserts.

lAKE PlACid: My family and I recently enjoyed our
first visit to the former Olympic village of Lake Placid
(www.lakeplacid.com). This New York town boasts
a world-class array of trails for skiing and riding. It is
a four-season town with plenty to do and see. We
stayed at the 92-room Northwoods Inn (www.
northwoodsinn.com), situated  right on Main Street,
a short walk to the Olympic Arena and Oval, a public
beach, numerous restaurants, a movie theatre and
quaint shops of Lake Placid.  Lake Placid was the
proud host of the 1932 and 1980 winter Olympic
Games. There were plenty of excellent restaurants
to choose from, none of the kosher variety. We
discovered Milano North (www.milanonorth.com)
right on Main Street.  This 110 seat Northern Italian
bistro features a dynamic open kitchen design, wood-
fired oven pizzas, freshly-prepared homemade pastas
and entrees using only the finest of ingredients.  We
absolutely loved our meals.  
Lake Placid does have a year-round synagogue.
Info: sue@lakeplacidsynagogue.org.

AlBAny: My family and I recently spent a few days
in Albany, the capital of the State of New York, on our
way to the Big Apple.  Montrealers have always been
fond of Albany for its terrific shopping, particularly the
large Crossgates Mall and the Colonie Center.

This was our first stop in Albany in about eight years
and we found a new place to stay. The Cresthill Suites
(www.cresthillsuites.com) is an extended-stay hotel
located at 1415 Washington Avenue.  I would strongly
recommend this place for families. Our spacious two-
bedroom suite had all of the comforts of home,
including a fully-equipped kitchen with a fridge and
appliances as well as free wireless Internet. We had
a comfortable living room, with a couch, chair, table
and chairs, three flat-screen TVs and plenty of
cupboard space. Whether you’re staying for a night
or a month the hotel offers an array of services to
accommodate your travel needs.
For more information call 1-888-723-1655 or email
info@cresthillsuites.com. You can also register online.

There are an estimated 13,000 Jews in Albany.
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Mike�Cohen’s�email�address�is�info@mikecohen.ca.
Follow�his�travels�at�www.sandboxworld.com/travel�and
on�Twitter�@mikecohencsl.New�York�city
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