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T R AV E L
TA L E S

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our Jewish 
Friends and Patients throughout

OTTAWA AND AREA
On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH
May the coming year be a happy and health one for

family and friends.

HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER

By MIKE COHEN

We Join in Extending Best Wishes for
CHANUKAH

to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA

May 2015 be a happy and healthy year.

We Extend Best Wishes
to the 

Jewish Community of
OTTAWA

on the Occasion of
CHANUKAH

May your celebration
be a joyous one for 
family and friends.

We Wish All Our
Jewish Friends and
Patrons in Ottawa

A Joyous Chanukah
Celebration and a

Happy and Healthy
2015

THE PRINCIPALITY
OF MONACO: When we
decided to spend a few days
in Nice, friends told us to
take the train one night and
experience dazzling Monte
Carlo in Monaco.

The principality of
Monaco  (http://www.visit-
monaco.com) has a colorful
and fascinating history
filled with barbarians, kings
and even a movie star. It is
a story of castles, epic bat-
tles and untold riches.
Since 2005, H.S.H. Prince
Albert II – already known as
the green Prince for his
interest in the environment
– has been leading the
Principality into the 21st
century with the support of
his sisters H.R.H.
Princess of Hanover and 

H.S.H. Princess Stephanie.
In 2011 Prince Albert mar-
ried Charlene Wittstock. 

Monaco enjoys a
privileged location at the
heart of Mediterranean
Europe. The Principality is
nestled between the Alps
and the Mediterranean Sea,
bounded by the French
Riviera to the west and the
Italian Riviera to the east.
This is the second smallest
country in the world, after
Vatican City - three miles
long by one-half miles wide
(about the size of New York's
Central Park).  While
Monaco is the name of the
country, Monte-Carlo is a
district within Monaco.  

DINING OUT: The
highlight of our evening in

(Please turn to page  16)
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We Take Pleasure in Extending Greetings for
CHANUKAH

to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA

May your celebration be a joyous one and the
coming year a healthy and happy one.

We Extend 
Best Wishes to Our 
Jewish  Friends and

Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA

On the occasion of
CHANUKAH

May your celebration be a
joyous one and the year 

2015 happy and prosperous.

their martyr children for
ripping people apart limb by
limb And what kind of a
country  does not spit  these
animals out and expel the
incorrigible, malignant
growth once and for all? 

Golda Meir once
said, "there will be peace
when the Arab mothers love
their children more than
they hate ours”.

We really can not
wait much longer. 

Monte Carlo was a remark-
able dinner at the Salle
Empire (http://www.monte-
carlosbm.com) at  the gor-
geous Hôtel de Paris
(hoteldeparismontecarlo.com).
We took the train from Nice
to Monte Carlo and enjoyed
a pleasant 10 minute walk
through town to this most
breathtaking facility where
we were seated on a magnif-
icent terrace overlooking the
entrance to the grand casi-
no. This was “people watch-
ing” at its best. A musical
trio serenaded us with soft
songs and a group of
servers provided us with
sensational service, starting
things off with champagne,
soft lemon rolls and their
signature potato chips.

It is in the Salle
Empire that haute gastron-
omy is served during private
dinners catering for up to
350 guests, and concerts
and shows are organized for
invited audiences.
Spectacular celebrations
also take place in this set-
ting, unique in Europe. It is

We Extend Best Wishes
to Our Jewish

Friends and Patrons
on the Occasion of

CHANUKAH
We invite you to enjoy

our fine food and
friendly hospitality.

CARTOON IN LONDON-
based Qatari daily:
"Jerusalem Waging
Resistance" (Al-'Arabi
Al-Jadid, London,
November 18, 2014) In
Gaza and the West
Bank , the attackers at
Har Nof were heroes.

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS IN

OTTAWA

COUSIN ARYEH
(Continued from preceding page)

•
TRAVEL TALES

(Continued from page 8)

part of the Alain Ducasse
enterprise. We had already

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the

Jewish Community of Ottawa

On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

May your Festival of Lights celebration be a

joyous one for family and friends.
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish 
Friends and Patrons throughout

OTTAWA AND AREA
On the occasion of

CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one and the year 2015

happy and prosperous.

tasted his culinary excel-
lence earlier on in the trip at
Le Jules Verne Restaurant
at the Eiffel Tower.

Home to chic galas,
refined dinners and the
Principality’s most sophisti-
cated soirées, the Salle
Empire - a classified histor-
ical monument - underwent
careful and meticulous
restoration in 2004. Eight
hundred thousand gold
leaves (the equivalent of a
gold bar) for its ceiling, five
French windows opening
out to the terrace overlook-
ing the Place du Casino (a
distinctive feature which
astonishes guests), swathes
of silk and precious trim-
mings...nothing has been
forgotten to glorify its style
and its beauty. 

We experienced an
extraordinary meal which
lasted nearly two and a half
hours. Every item on the
menu was explained in
great detail and if some-
thing did not meet our
dietary requirements a sub-
stitute was easily arranged.
First was an interesting and
nutritious drink, a concen-
trated healthy extract of bio
vegetables.  This was fol-

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the 
Jewish Community of Ottawa

On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH

May your Festival of Lights celebration be a joyous
one for family and friends.

Resort), 30 restaurants and
bars, the Thermes Marins
de Monte-Carlo  (one of
Europe’s finest spa and tha-
lassotherapy centres), the
mythic city hall “Salle des
Etoiles” and La Rascasse
and Sea Lounge.

The Salle Empire has

been the site of many bar
and bat mitzvah celebra-
tions, as well as brit milas.
Although they do not pro-
vide kosher meals, they do
prepare   special courses
respecting the Jewish tradi-
tions.

(Please turn to following page)

We Chanukah Holiday Greetings to Our
Jewish  Friends and Patrons throughout

OTTAWA
May your holiday be a joyous occasion  and

the year 2015 a happy and healthy one.

lowed by raw and cooked
vegetables from the hotel’s
own garden, with tangy
juice. We then enjoyed some
amazing eggplant ravioli
with fresh goat’s cheese and
thyme lemon. The main
course was a roasted lack of
lamb from prealps rubbed
with summer savory and
summer vegetable. It was
beautifully prepared.

There were no less
than three separate
desserts: home-made deli-
cacies and chocolates from
the  Hôtel de Paris; red fruit,
strawberry juice and vanilla
ice cream; and a traditional
chocolate soufflé. The
servers made a hole in the
middle and poured hot
chocolate sauce inside. We
each got a side plate of
whipped cream. This was so
light and beyond delicious.
The final serving was a
moka coffee. The Hôtel de
Paris falls under the aus-
pices of the Group Monte-
Carlo SBM (www.sbm.mc),
which oversees four  casi-
nos, four  luxury and top
quality hotels (Hôtel de
Paris, Hôtel Hermitage,
Monte Carlo Beach and
Monte-Carlo Bay Hotel & 
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We Take Pleasure in Wishing the
Jewish Communities of 

Hamilton-Wentworth and Burlington
and our Jewish Friends 

a joyous  Chanukah celebration
and a happy and healthy New Year.

citizens.  They come mainly
from France and the United
Kingdom but also from
North Africa and Turkey.
The Association Culturelle
Israelite de Monaco is a
house that has been con-
verted into a synagogue, a
community Hebrew school,
and kosher food shop, The
community does have a
rabbi, who leads weekly

JEWISH COMMUNI-
TY: There were some 300
Jews  living in Monaco prior
to World War II.  To save
their Jewish citizens from
Nazi persecution, the princi-
pality’s government issued
false identity papers. Prince
Louis 11 helped save Edouard

Rothschild from deportation.
In 1948 the

Association Culturelle
Israelite de Monaco became
the official organization of
the community.  Today,
most  of the 1000 Jews live
in Monte Carlo, although
few of them are actually

services and teaches class-
es. There are services on
Shabbat. Several organiza-
tions, including WIZO and
B’nai B’rith, are active in
the  community.

Mike Cohen’s email
address is info@mikeco-
hen.ca. Follow his travels at
www.sandboxworld.com/tr
avel and on Twitter @mike-
cohencsl.

TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from preceding page)

•
BETTER PAY IN ISRAEL

(Continued from page 9)

being Palestinian.
Even when the first

Intifada  broke out in 1987
Halabi continued working
in Israel to achieve the
Palestinian goal: save up
money, build a house and
get married, which is what
he did in 1990. Without the
work in Israel, this would
not have been possible. In
Israel, he says, he makes
$80 per day as a laborer,
compared to $60 per day in
the Palestinian territories.

“I tile one square
meter (for a Palestinian pro-
ject) in the West Bank, I get
$7. In “settlements”, the
same amount gets me $14,
while inside Israel it’s $28.
The decision is an easy one.

Halabi says on aver-

age, a Palestinian makes
$420 a month working in
the West Bank, while in
Israel workers earn double
this.

“When I see my kids
can’t eat until I go to the
settlement to work, of
course I’m going to go so I
can not only feed them but
give them a good life,” he
said. An estimated 25,000
Palestinians work in con-
struction in Jewish commu-
nities in the West Bank, and
some Palestinians have said
they should quit because
they are entrenching the
Israeli occupation and mak-
ing an independent
Palestinian state less likely.

Emad Halabi is one
of 40,000 West Bank resi-


