
Spring / Summer 2015 - INSPIRATIONS 36

LAS VEGAS – There is no ques-
tion that Las Vegas (www.lasve-
gastourism.com) ranks as one of 
the most exciting and entertain-

ing cities in  the world.
WHERE TO STAY: Looking for a place 
to stay? We took the advice of  Montrealer 
Mitch Garber and chose Planet Hollywood 
Resort and Casino (www.planethollywood-
resort.com to make reservations). Garber is 
the President and CEO of Caesars Acquisi-
tion Company (CAC). He oversees the en-
tire operation, which includes their group 
of hotels and casinos. Planet Hollywood 
Resort & Casino is one of the newest addi-
tions to the Caesars Entertainment family in 
Las Vegas and is a full partner in Total Re-
wards™. It has 2,500 beautifully designed 
guest rooms and suites showcasing some 
of the best views in town and encompasses 
more than 100,000 square-feet of gaming, 
several lounges, 10 restaurants, including 
Gordon Ramsay BurGR, KOI, Strip House, 
the award-winning Spice Market Buffet 

Hollywood Spa by Mandara. The resort is 
-

perstars Britney Spears and her show, Brit-

by Miracle Mile Shops with more than 170 
specialty stores and restaurants.  

-
lebrity A-List, and perfect for Hollywood 
buffs. Every one of its rooms and suites 
features one-of-a-kind movie memorabilia 
set against a backdrop of stylish, modern 

fan, the Panorama Suites will truly feel like 
heaven on earth. Measuring 1,255 square 
feet and offering a 180-degree view of the 
Strip, each Las Vegas room features its 
own Hollywood theme. Ours featured ac-

a master bedroom with a 36-inch plasma 
television and a separate living area, a mas-
ter bathroom with an oversized soaking tub, 
a separate dining area with refrigerator and 
wet bar, and a 52-inch plasma television in 
the living area. An additional bedroom and 
bathroom with 500 square-feet can be add-
ed to any Panorama Suite – something we 
opted for. Our party of three really appre-
ciated the individual privacy this arrange-

more than double the amount of people 
comfortably. There were three, count them 
“three,” bathrooms. You can connect two 
WiFi devices at no charge. There is a fee if 
you go over that.

Planet Hollywood is fully wheelchair ac-
cessible. Stop by the Bell Desk when you 
arrive at the hotel and they will be happy to 
set you up with a scooter or wheelchair. The 
daily rental fee for non-motorized wheel-

discounts are available. 

Hats off to the hotel for its commitment to 
special needs. Last October they hosted an 
impressive fundraiser for Special Olympics 
Nevada, offering  individuals the opportu-
nity to rappel more than 300 feet from the 

the Edge. To participate, individuals had 
to raise or personally donate a minimum of 

Las Vegas has more accessible guest rooms 
than any other city in the United States. 
Hotels have rooms with roll-in showers, 
transfer showers, tubs with built-in seats 
and tubs with portable seats. It is recom-
mended you talk to the reservation opera-

ADA coordinator. For an overview of room 
availability, call the Las Vegas Convention 
and Visitors Authority Reservations Cen-

Most hotels have assistive listening devices 
for hearing-impaired persons available at 
the showroom or lounge entrance. Wheel-
chair seating is also available in most res-
taurants, lounges and showrooms. Call 
ahead for details. 

All hotels have accessible slot machines 
and many have sit-down table games. 
Many hotels also have accommodations 
for wheelchair users to play craps. Gaming 
personnel are well-trained in assisting vi-
sion and hearing-impaired persons to play 
table games. If you need a sign language 
interpreter for the gaming schools offered 
at many of the casinos, just ask in advance. 
Most bingo rooms have Braille cards and 
large-print cards. A few larger rooms have 
electronic bingo, enabling visually im-
paired players or persons with hand-dex-
terity problems to play up to 100 cards at 
once! 

All taxi companies in Las Vegas have lift-
equipped vans accommodating one wheel-
chair. Call from your room, use any dedi-
cated taxi phone or ask the doorman at your 
hotel for an accessible taxi van.  

BOOKING A SHOW:  My family has be-
come a big fan of Viator (www.viator.com). 
Their team of travel insiders are obsessed 

-
where folks travel. We discovered Viator 
last summer while in Europe and took ad-
vantage of its amazing list of options, so 
when it came to booking a trip to Vegas 
we turned to them again. Viator made our 
job of selecting a live show so easy. There 
were simply too many options and going 
through their  website really helped us nar-

row down our choice which was the Cirque 

shows/michael-jackson-one/show/about.
aspx), a sonic, tonic fusion of acrobatics, 
dance and visuals that takes the audience 
on an immersive journey through the mu-
sic and spirit of Michael Jackson. Shows 
take place at the Mandalay Bay Resort 
and Casino Friday, Saturday, Monday and 

-

Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Driven by the 

music – heard like never before in a rivet-
ing, state-of-the-art surround-sound envi-
ronment – ONE takes the audience through 
a series of seamless visual and musical 
tableaux, at the heart of a world that is in 
turn majestic, playful, magical and heart-

through the vibrant energy of the cast of 
63 dancers and performers, underscored by 
aerial performance, driving acrobatics, and 
vivid choreographies that use the urban/hip 
hop idiom as a springboard for exploration. 
When the day comes for a return trip, we 
are eager to experience some of the other 
live shows they offer, helicopter tours, big 
bus and city tours, monorail tickets, airport 
transportation in style, Grand Canyon ad-

www.viator.com/Las-Vegas/d684-ttd.

EIFFEL TOWER EXPERIENCE: The 
Paris Hotel, right next to Planet Holly-

members of our party had been to Paris, 
France, and went to the top of the real 
Eiffel Tower. We just had to do the same 
in Las Vegas. An icon of the city skyline, 
the high-altitude Paris Hotel Eiffel Tower 
Experience attraction is located 46 stories 
up and is a half scale replica of the world-
famous Paris landmark. The observation 
deck features 360 degree city views and 
knowledgeable ambassadors point out 
Las Vegas landmarks. A popular spot for 
weddings, the Eiffel Tower Experience is 
especially romantic at night. The views of 
the bright, colourful lights and the lit wa-
ter show are unmatched. This attraction 
is wheelchair accessible. Individuals in 

Planet Hollywood Resort and Casino is the ideal place to stay.

The Cirque de Soleil’s Michael Jackson One has lots of action.
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wheelchairs who wish to visit the Tower 
are escorted to the elevators on the  Casino 
Floor and are either taken to the Bridge for 
pictures or straight to the top. The Tower is 

266-5687 for more information or log on 

do/eiffel-tower.

HELICOPTER JUST MAVERICK:  
Here is an experience we strongly recom-
mend. Maverick Helicopters (www.mav-
erickaviationgroup.com) offer an unforget-
table 12 to 15 minute ride, departing from 
the Las Vegas terminal. A complimentary 
shuttle provides transportation to and from 

was incredibly convenient for our party. 
Make sure  to bring a camera, and photo 
ID (for anyone 18 years or older). The cost 

enjoy a fabulous glass of champagne. Their 
big draws are trips to the Grand Canyon, 
something which is at the top of our “to do” 
list for any future visit.

Guests are  treated to the plush interior of 

pilots. The helicopters are equipped with 
seven leather passenger seats plus one for 
the pilot. The seating arrangement is deter-

are located on the Strip, only minutes away 
from the hotels, and at the Henderson Ex-
ecutive Airport, just 15 minutes from the 
city.

Maverick offers a personalized DVD re-

accommodated, you will need to have a 
collapsible wheelchair with removable 
wheels. You must also be accompanied by 
someone who can assist you with boarding 
and disembarking the aircraft. Maverick is 

with Maverick often. For more information 
you can call 1-888-261-4414, (702) 261-

BODIES AND TITANIC EXHIBI-
TIONS: We strongly recommend you take 
the time to visit two spectacular exhibitions 

Titanic. Experienced by more than 15 mil-
lion people worldwide, this Exhibition of-
fers an intimate and informative view into 
the human body. Using an innovative pres-
ervation process, the Exhibition allows vis-

in educational and awe-inspiring ways. 
The Exhibition features over 200 actual 
human bodies and specimens meticulously 
dissected and respectfully displayed, offer-
ing an unprecedented and wholly unique 
view into the amazing body. Meanwhile, 
if you loved the 1997 movie Titanic, then 
the Titanic exhibit at the Luxor will blow 
you away. Featuring more than 300 arti-
facts, as well as breathtaking replicas from 
the famous ship, the Titanic exhibit truly 
brings history to life. The exhibit features 
20 never-before-seen artifacts including 
gaming chips, passenger papers and even 

-
mous Grand Staircase. In addition, there 
are many personal pieces within the exhib-
it. Our party was completely blown away 
by the fact they could mount such a large 
exhibition indoors. For anyone who has 
seen the movie, this is a “must,” visit. If 

you to do so. Hours of operation for both 
exhibits are daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. at 

is sold at 9 p.m. This venue is wheelchair 
accessible, with elevators.

WHERE TO DINE: Having previously 
experienced TAO Restaurant in New York 
City, our party had only one dining spot 
in mind for  Las Vegas  and that was the 

driven dining and entertainment complex 
TAO at The Venetian-Resort-Hotel Casino 
(www.taolasvegas.com). TAO opened in 
New York City in 2000 and has retained 
its status as a hot spot, attracting celebri-

restaurant and lounge to iconic status. TAO 
Las Vegas, which debuted in 2005, is a 
multi-faceted and multi-story “Asian City” 
housing a restaurant, banquet facilities, ul-
tra-lounge,  nightclub and a seasonal beach. 

The restaurant features a twenty-foot Bud-
-

ity pool complete with Japanese Koi. It is a 
frequent hot spot for A-list celebrities and 
culinary connoisseurs.

Corporate Executive Chef Ralph Sca-
mardella showcases a menu incorporating 
culinary components from China, Japan 
and Thailand, along with a full sushi bar 
and perfectly paired cocktails to comple-
ment the authentic Asian cuisine. Signature 
dishes include offerings from sea, sky and 
land, including Chilean Sea Bass Satay with 
Wok Roasted Asparagus, a preparation of 
Peking Duck that consistently receives ac-
colades and Kobe Beef Shabu Shabu along 
with a full sushi bar. TAO Beach offers an 

dinner menu throughout the day, as well as 
a brunch menu that boasts specialties like 
Sesame Berry Pancakes with tempura ba-
nana and mandarin butter, Fortune.

Service starts when the server delivers two 

with chilled edamame. The edamame is 
tossed with mustard oil, thinly sliced shal-
lots, and black sesame seeds.   

Our group considered this to be beyond ex-
ceptional, sampling a good portion of items 
on the menu. We recommend the follow-

Edamame;  Satay of Chilean Sea Bass, 
with Edamame Hijiki Salad (shitake mush-
room plus seaweed); Spicy Tuna Tartare on 
Crispy Rice; Chinese Five Spice Short Ribs 
(beef); Salmon Sashimi, with Avocado and 
Crispy Onions and Sweet and Spicy Ses-
ame Sauce; Shrimp Tempura; Spicy Tuna; 
Avocado  and Soy Paper Roll;  Yellowtail 
Sashimi, with Jalapeno and Ponzu Sauce; 
Crispy Snapper in the Sand; Vegetable 
Fried Brown Rice; Spicy Hoi Yin Egg-
plant; a Giant Fortune Cookie (white and 
dark chocolate mousse); and Yuzu Sugar 
Dusted Doughnuts with a trio of dipping 
sauces. As for alcohol, consider the TAO-

Snapper; and Demon Slayer. A big shout 
out to Assistant General Manager Eli Mic-
aiah and his extraordinary team.

At TAO Beach, they offer a range of frozen 
cocktails, like the signature Par-Tee with 

addition to updated classics like the Citrus 
Blossom Mimosa with Ketel One Citroen, 
sparkling yuzu sake and lemongrass.

Guests are transported from the City of Sin 

and silks, waterfalls and century-old woods 
and stones. A Monk Bar is decorated with 
a wall of almost 300 hand carved monks 

features luxury cabanas, daybeds and a 30-
foot bar within its 18,000 square foot space.

Since its opening, TAO Asian Bistro and 
Nightclub has garnered worldwide ac-
claim as the hottest restaurant, lounge 

debut in April 2007 increased capacity to 
over 60,000 square feet of space to host 
both indoor and outdoor events. The ven-
ue consists of seven full service bars, four 
fully equipped DJ booths, and multiple ar-
eas that can be utilized both separately and 
collectively for corporate parties, product 
launches, weddings, birthday celebrations, 
bachelorette/bachelor parties, CD Release 
Parties, holiday receptions, movie pre-
mieres and more.

There is complete wheelchair access at 
TAO Las Vegas.

For reservations call (702) 388-8588 for 
special events email sales@taogroup.com. 
The restaurant, is open Sunday through 
Thursday from 5 p.m. to midnight and Fri-
days and Saturdays from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Mike Cohen is the editor of Inspirations. 
He can be reached at mcohen@inspira-
tionsnews.com. Follow him on Twitter @
mikecohencsl.

Maverick helicopters are wheelchair accessible.

The Kensington Hotel is a fabulous place to stay.

The sprawling TAO Las Vegas is a culinary dream.


