NEWS & VIEWS

How did Montreal land popular US TV dance show tour?
How ironic is it that just only two years
after So You Think You Can Dance (SYTYCD) Canada was very sadly cancelled by
CTV, the red hot American version has
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made Montreal one of the stops on what
used to be an exclusively US tour?
The top 10 finalists for this the 10th season of the primetime Emmy Award winning
show, which concluded its 2014 run last
night on Fox and CTV, will be at the Bell
Centre on Sunday evening, October 6. That
is quite an accomplishment for our city,
given the fact the only other Canadian stop
will be at Casino Rama in Orillia, Ontario.
We even beat out Toronto for this honour.
“I am not surprised that the US tour is
coming to Montreal,” says Connie Rotella
from LaSalle’s Danse 123 Studio. “The community of artists here is strong and support
and love what they see.”
The season’s top 10 lineup includes:
Aaron Turner, Amy Yakima, “Fik-Shun,”
Hayley Erbert, Jasmine Harper, Jennaa
Johnson, Makenzie Dustman, Nico
Greetham, Paul Karmiryan and Tucker
Knox. This 42-city tour will kick-off on
October 1 at the Wharton Center in East
Lansing, Michigan. It will feature this season’s most popular routines, as well as original pieces created specifically for the tour.
There is one link from the American
show to the Canadian version, which
Suburban readers know I was a huge fan of:
the ever so charismatic and talented JeanMarc Genereaux is part of both operations.
He was a popular judge on the Canadian
edition and serves as one of the choreographers in the US. Will he be on stage at the
Bell Centre? “If I am in town I hope so,” he
told me last Sunday night before stepping
on a plane to Paris.
Was Genereux surprised to learn that the
tour is coming to Montreal? “ Yes and no,”
he responded. “The tour always stopped in
Toronto. SYTYCD Canada generated a great
fan base in Montreal and plus it's on French
language television here now as ‘la fièvre de
la Danse.’"
Genereux very much wants to see SYTY-
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CD Canada return. “I always believe,” he
says. “Australia cancelled their how for few
years and it's back now, so please CTV Bell
Media know that we want it back! Canadian
dancers need this platform to showcase
their talent. Canadian dancers are in
demand all over the world and as a nation
we must provide our dancers with the
opportunity to shine!”
For more information about the
Montreal show log on to www.evenko.ca.
COHEN CHATTER: The Lyric Theatre
Singers are recruiting vocalists for all sections. Auditions are being held this month
for the season, which includes Christmas
concerts in 2013 and Broadway shows in
the spring of 2014. Bilingual rehearsals take
place every Monday evening and two
Wednesdays a month from 7:30 pm to 10:00
pm in Montreal West. All you need is a good
ear, a strong voice, the ability to memorize
your music, commit to the rehearsal schedule and LOVE to sing! The annual fee for
each choir member is $170. Info: lyrictheatresingers@gmail.com. You can also log
on to www.lyrictheatrecompany.com...
Videotron has announced its intention to
create a new English-language community
television channel, MYtv, which will
become the voice and reflection of the
Greater Montreal anglophone community.
To begin this process, an official application
with the Canadian Radio-television and
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC).
See my blog for more...Great move by CJAD
to have Lori Graham handle weather forecasts on the amazing Aaron Rand drive
home show. It is all part of what will
undoubtedly be a lot of crossovers between
CTV Montreal, CJAD and TSN 690.
Have something to share? Email mcohen@thesuburban.com or call 514-4841107 9203, ext. 307. Follow me on Twitter
@mikecohencsl and at http://blog.thesuburban.com/
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West Island dancers weigh in on surprise US tour coming to town
Mike Cohen
How ironic is it that only two years
after So You Think You Can Dance
(SYTYCD) Canada was very sadly cancelled by CTV, the red hot American version has made Montreal one of the stops
on what used to be an exclusively US
tour?
The top 10 finalists for this the 10th
season of the primetime Emmy Award
winning show will be at the Bell Centre
on Sunday evening, October 6. That is
quite an accomplishment for our city,
given the fact the only other Canadian
stop will be at Casino Rama in Orillia,
Ontario.
“I am not really surprised to see the
tour coming to Montreal,” says Danny
Arbour, who operates Studio Danza in
Pierrefonds, was a SYTYCD Canada top
10 finalist in 2008 and returned to the
program in 2010 and 2011 as a choreographer. “There is a big dance community

in Montreal, especially young kids and
teenagers who have been fans of the
show for many years.”
Added François Pruneau, a 2011 top
10 finalist now residing on the West
Island: “I'm sure a lot of passionate
dancers or just people that love that
form of art are very happy that the big
American show is coming here.”
The season 10 lineup includes: Aaron
Turner, Amy Yakima, “Fik-Shun,”
Hayley Erbert, Jaasmine Harper, Jenna
Johnson, Makenzie Dustman, Nico
Greetham, Paul Karmiryan and Tucker
Knox. This 42-city tour will kick-off on
October 1 at the Wharton Center in East
Lansing, Michigan. It will feature this
season’s most popular routines, as well
as original pieces created specifically for
the tour.
There is one common link from the
American show to the Canadian version,
which Suburban readers know I was a
huge fan of: the ever so charismatic and
talented Jean-Marc Genereaux is part of
both operations. He was a popular judge
on the Canadian edition and serves as

one of the choreographers in the US.
Will he be on stage at the Bell Centre?
When I reached him last Sunday evening
he expressed his desire to do so.
Christian Millette from West Island St.
Lazare, was also a top 10 finalist on
SYTYC Canada’s final 2011 season. He is
now spending most of his time in
Europe with longtime dance partner
Denitsa Ikonomova of Laval, who was
also in the top 10 with him two years
ago. “I have been watching this years’s
American show,” he says. “I also helped
Jean-Marc with the choreography he
did.”
Arbour admits he has not watched the
American show much this year due to
the gruelling pace he keeps with his own
studio. However, he vividly remembers
the 2008 SYTYCD Canada tour. “In
Montreal we sold out two presentations
at the Place des Arts,” he recalls. “We
could not get the Bell Centre because
Céline Dion was there. They did go to
the Bell Centre a year later and it was
pretty packed.”
For information about the Montreal
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Danny Arbour

show go to www.evenko.ca.
ECOLOGY DAY: Ecology Day is an
annual environmental fair that takes
place in Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue and it is
a project of the town's Environment
Committee. The aim is to sensitise the
population to the local ecology of the
region and promote ways of protecting
the natural environment and making
lifestyle choices that promote sustainable
living. The event began in 2004 and has
attracted countless numbers of people
and institutions to support it. Ecology
Day always occurs in conjunction with
the regular Saturday Farmers’ Market
(Sainte-Anne Market) which is located on
rue Lalonde at the corner of rue SainteAnne and Saint-Pierre).
Have something to share? Email mcohen@thesuburban.com or call 514-4841107 9203, ext. 307. Follow me on
Twitter@mikecohencsl
and
at
http://blog.thesuburban.com/
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Laval’s gorgeous dance queen weighs in on US TV show tour
Mike Cohen
How ironic is it that only two years
after So You Think You Can Dance
(SYTYCD)Canada was very sadly cancelled by CTV, the red hot American
version has made Montreal one of the
stops on what used to be an exclusively
US tour?
The top 10 finalists for this the 10th
season of the primetime Emmy Award
winning show will be at the Bell Centre
on Sunday evening, October 6. That is
quite an accomplishment for our city,
given the fact the only other Canadian
stop will be at Casino Rama in Orillia,
Ontario.
“The American show replaced our
Canadian one and all the fans and
lovers of dance will be very happy to be
able to see a live version of it,” said
Laval’s gorgeous dance sensation,
Denitsa Ikonomova, a top 10 finalist
from the 2011 final season of SYTYCD
Canada. “ If it is not the Canadian
dancers, it might as well be the
American ones, who are just unbelievably incredible, and getting better each
year.
“I knew that the American tour was

coming to Canada,” she added. “I love
that show and follow it regularly. I am
not surprised that they are trying to
expand their audience for the tour by
coming to Canada, given the popularity
of the show and the fact that they know
we had our own Canadian version of it.
I have been able to record it and watch
it according to my own free time.”
The season 10 lineup includes: Aaron
Turner, Amy Yakima, “Fik-Shun,”
Hayley Erbert, Jasmine Harper, Jenna
Johnson, Makenzie Dustman, Nico
Greetham, Paul Karmiryan and Tucker
Knox. This 42-city tour will kick-off on
October 1 at the Wharton Center in
East Lansing, Michigan. It will feature
this season’s most popular routines, as
well as original pieces created specifically for the tour.
There is one link from the American
show to the Canadian version: the ever
so charismatic and talented Jean-Marc
Genereauxx is part of both operations.
He was a popular judge on the Canadian
edition and serves as one of the choreographers in the US. Will he be on stage
at the Bell Centre? When I spoke to him
last Sunday evening he said he hopes to
be.
Christian Millette, also a top 10 finalist on CTV’s SYTYCDC’s final 2011 season who told me he was born in a Laval

Denitsa Ikonomova

hospital, is spending most of his time
in Europe with long-time dance partner Denitsa as part of the French version of Dancing with the Stars. “I have
been watching this years’s American
show,” he says. “I also helped Jean-Marc
with the choreography he did.”
Denitsa told me from Paris that she
hopes a dance show will return to
Canadian TV. “I am a firm believer that
one day they will bring back a Canadian
dance show on TV,” she says. “Dancing
is something that everyone enjoys. I
know that if done well, it would be a
huge success among the Canadian
viewers, just like So You Think You
Can Dance Canada was. I will admit
that I was very saddened by the news
that we had no tour for my season of
the show. Not only were we not going
to be able to travel across Canada and
perform for our fans, but also it was the
last season of the show and the tour
would have been our last chance to
meet up with them as part of the top
10. “
For details on the Bell Centre show
log on to a www.evenko.ca.
Have something to share? Email
mcohen@thesuburban.com or call
514-484-1107 9203, ext. 307. Follow
me on Twitter@mikecohencsl and at
http://blog.thesuburban.com/
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