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NEWS & VIEWS

JANUARY 21st-�31st 2016

Sidewalk sales
THE PERFECT TIME FOR SHOPPING�!

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets 
Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and a Member of the Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund and Investment Industry Regulatory 
Organization of Canada. If you are currently a CIBC Wood 
Gundy client, please contact your Investment Advisor.

CIBC Wood Gundy
Cavendish Branch is Growing!

Gilbert Sreih, First Vice-President and Branch Manager of 
CIBC Wood Gundy Cavendish, is pleased to announce that 
Stephen Caplan has joined the firm as an Investment Advisor.

Stephen brings with him over ten years of experience in the  
financial services industry. Through his attention to detail  
and extensive knowledge, Stephen has proudly been able  
to provide business owners, corporate executives and  
affluent families with high level wealth management  
strategies that emphasize risk management and  
tax reduction.

If you are seeking a review of your portfolio  
and your wealth plan, Stephen would be  
pleased to meet with you.

Stephen Caplan, Investment Advisor
514 832-8378 
stephen.caplan@cibc.ca

9900 Cavendish Blvd., Suite 100 
St-Laurent, QC H4M 2V2

BROOKLYN— It was nice to pick up a 
few local angles when I watched the New 
York Islanders host the Toronto Maple 
Leafs at the Barclays Center in Brook-
lyn recently. Hockey Hall of Famer Mike 
Bossy, of course, spent 10 seasons with 
the team when it played on Long Island 
and still works for them in a part-time 
ambassador’s role. Meanwhile, Île-Per-
rot resident Marc Champagne serves as a 
goaltending consultant for the organiza-
tion. He has a long history with Islanders 
goalie and former Hab Jaroslav Halak.

I met Champagne prior to game time 
in the Islanders press box. He spends be-
tween seven and 15 days a month work-
ing with the Islanders goalies and those 
on their American Hockey League affil-
iate and reports to goaltending coach 
Mike Dunham. In addition, he works at 
a Sports-Études program in Ste. Agathe 
and lends his expertise to different camps 
such as DSkate, run by St. Lazare resi-
dents Steve Hindle and Kosta Papoulias, 
which caters to young hockey players 
with diabetes. Champagne worked in 
the past for Jim Webster and the Sports-
Études program at John Rennie high 

school in Pointe Claire.
“I love working with the kids, but I also 

love working for the Islanders,” Cham-
pagne told me. “I have known Jaroslav 
Halak since 2004 when I coached him in 
the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League 
team in Lewiston, Maine. In fact, it was 
his agent Allan Walsh who helped get me 
this amazing job. I was actually looking 
for work in the Quebec Major Junior 
League and reached out to Allan. Well, he 
went one better and reached out to the 
Islanders. The next thing you know they 
asked for my CV and I was hired. That 
was prior to the 2014-2015 season. What 
a pleasant shock that was — to get a job 
in the NHL.”

The game I attended, a 3-1 Islanders 

Dream come true in Brooklyn for 
Île-Perrot’s Champagne

Marc Champagne at the Barclays Center.
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ALL APPLIANCES INCLUDED!

PLUS $10,000 CASH BACK!

loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
saw Halak out with a lower body 
injury. “Jaroslav was 19 when I 
had him in Maine,” said Cham-
pagne. “We have been close since 
day one. We never stopped com-
municating and now we are to-
gether again. With him, I basical-
ly work on fine-tuning his game. 
We know each other so well.”

For anyone headed to New 
York, I’d strongly recommend a 
visit to the Barclays Center. While 
my hotel, the legendary Algon-
quin on 44th Street near Times 
Square, was within walking dis-
tance to Madison Square Garden, 

the hometown New York Rangers 
did not have any games scheduled 
during my time in town. Howev-
er, now that the Islanders have 
relocated to Brooklyn this was a 
solid option. You can get there 
via the subway system within 20 
minutes. It is situated in a busy 
area, with lots of shopping oppor-
tunities. Most of the team’s loyal 
fan base is still in Long Island. 
They either drive in or take the 
train. I spoke to many of them 
as I walked through the arena. 
While some complained about the 
commute of at least 45 minutes, 
they pledged to support the team. 
Communications manager Jesse 
Eisenberg told me the adjustment 
is going well and that sponsorship 

opportunities in Brooklyn far 
outweigh those in Long Island, 
where the team still practices. 
The players are doing their best 
to make this work as well. After 
the game I stood outside the Isles’ 
dressing room as a slew of players 
came out to take part in promo-
tional meet and greets.

“I am happy with the move,” 
forward Matt Martin told me. “We 
will get new fans, but the old ones 
are still coming as well.”

Have something to share? 
E-mail me at mcohen@thesub-
urban.com or leave a message at 
514-484- 9203, ext. 307. Follow 
me on Twitter @mikecohencsl 
and on our blog section at www.
thesuburban.com

COHEN
Cont’d from page  4

By Kevin Woodhouse
The Suburban

For the last 15 years, the 
grassroots organization So-
ciété pour la Sauvegarde du 
Patrimoine de Pointe Claire 
has been working to help re-
tain and restore the city’s his-
toric village area.

With the city’s recent re-

lease of the Special Planning 
Program (SPP), Claude Arse-
nault, president of the society, 
told The Suburban that “we 
are happy the city proposed 
the SPP.”

Arsenault noted that some 
of the city’s document out-
lining the vision for the vil-
lage over the next generation 
implemented suggestions 

Pointe Claire heritage group welcomes city’s SPP
the society has been pitching for 
years including the protection of 
heritage properties and homes, 
burying the hydroelectric and 
phone wires on the village’s main 
street and more, integrated bicycle 
paths.

But Arsenault believes that 
more can be done on the SPP to 
ensure that “the village could be 
one of the greatest in Quebec. 
We want to make it a destina-
tion area where residents want 
to bring their friends and family, 
to increase their implication into 
Pointe Claire Village.”

The society’s president is urging 
all residents “who are attached to 
the village” to take part in the up-

coming public consultation on the 
village and the SPP taking place on 
Wednesday, February 17th at John 
Rennie High School. The society 
will be presenting its own brief.

Some of the concerns to be 
highlighted is the proposed “two 
story buildings that could be con-
structed on Lakeshore that could 
add up to 300 apartments or 
dwellings. That could change the 
neighbourhood from a village to a 
town,” Arsenault said. “This could 
change the face of the area and an 
open market would be better than 
high density housing.”

Arsenault suggests the city 
choose the northern part of 
the city to develop residential 

properties.
Regarding La Pointe, the area 

that includes the church, convent, 
historic windmill and school, “that 
should be returned to the collec-
tivity of the residents. It could be-
come a museum and exposition 
hall to work as a meeting place for 
events and be part of the future’s 
living history,” said Arsenault.

“The SPP has good intentions 
but can go even farther,” said Ar-
senault.

Pointe Claire’s next public con-
sultation on the Village Vision SPP 
taking place on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 17th at John Rennie High 
School, 501 St. John’s Boulevard, 
starting at 7 p.m..


