
I remember the days when I would take con-
necting flights, getting off in airports in places
like New York City, Atlanta and Philadelphia.
Layovers were fun, given the wide array of
restaurants and virtual shopping malls on site.

Over the years, Pierre Elliot Trudeau
International Airport (I still prefer to call it
Dorval) has been transformed into a beautiful
facility rivalling any of its counterparts in
North America.  I just returned from a trip to
Vancouver and Los Angeles and I wish to com-
mend the folks at Aéroports de Montréal
(ADM) for their new commercial zones ten or
so new restaurants and boutiques, located in
the public and international areas, which has
significantly expanded the commercial servic-
es available to passengers

For this commercial project, ADM opted for
locally known store and restaurant banners
such as Café Vasco da Gama, Archibald,
Tristan, Cirque du Soleil, Découvrir Montréal
and Les Délices de l’Érable. There are also
nationally and internationally branded restau-
rants and stores, including Vino Volo, Jugo
Juice, Sushi Shop, The Source and Relay.

I must say that it compares nicely to
Vancouver International Airport and LAX.

WEST ISLAND CONNECTION: En route
to Los Angeles to attend the Intel International
Science and Engineering Fair, I decided to stop
over in Vancouver for a night.  There is no finer
place in Canada to visit, especially when the
weather is nice, than British Columbia’s
largest city. So where specifically should one
go to if you are only looking at an overnight
stay?  Granville Island
(www.granvilleisland.com) wins hands down.
This is a living, breathing urban oasis filled
with fine waterfront restaurants, theatres, gal-
leries, studios, unique shops, cafes and the

most spectacular fresh food market you’ve ever
seen. 

At the marvellous Granville Island Hotel
(www.granvilleislandhotel.com) where I
stayed, I found an immediate West Island con-
nection. Sales and Marketing Manager John
Fialkowski went to McGill and spent much of
his youth in West Island Senneville, with his
grandparents. “I have good memories from the
West Island,” he says. “Senneville is so rural,
quite a contrast to nearby Montreal.”

Fialkowski, 32, studied in urban geography
at McGill, but ended up going into the hotel
business. He started at a place called the Stone
Willow Inn near Stratford as the restaurant
manager and then headed to British
Columbia, first as the manager of a small hotel
in New Westminster and then to the Granville
Island Hotel as front desk manager. Two years
ago he moved to another hotel, but returned to
Granville in April with his new position.

In his capacity, Fialkowski books groups and
meeting rooms, sets rates and markets the
property.   “It is a one of a kind place,” he says.
“You are basically in a seaside resort. I take my
bike to work. When I get in I look out the win-
dow and I see sailboats.”

OUR LUGGAGE PLEASE: Here is a
thumbs down to customer service with Air
Canada last Saturday night. Our direct flight
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Dorval Airport has
never looked so good

McGill grad John Fialkowski on the dock at
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By Rhonda Massad
The Suburban

Beaconsfield’s Allyson Prophet was
one of two dozen students chosen from
Dawson College’s Fine Arts and
Illustration and Design departments to
participate in the fifteenth annual

Artists in Bloom fundraiser. The event
was held at Dawson College on April 16,
through which the Blue Ring Society,
the honor society of Dawson students,
raise money for a charitable cause.
According to Prophet the selection
process is one that is quite vigorous,
many students want to participate. Only
12 people are selected from each depart-
ment.  The artists are set up at an easel
with a canvas and paint.  They have two
hours to complete their masterpiece
while the guests mingle and watch art

come to life before their eyes. For
Prophet, who usually takes painstaking
measures to complete her art, this was a
chance to try something new.  

“I applied for the chance to participate
in the fundraiser because I knew it was
something I was not going to find easy,”
Prophet told The Suburban in an inter-
view, “it would force me to break out of
my comfort zone.”

For the low ticket price of $15, guests
ate, drank and enjoyed the art process
for two hours, after which time the gavel

dropped and CTV television news anchor
Paul Karwatsky starts the auction of the
paintings. Prices ranged from $100 to
$600.  

“My painting went for $175.00,”
Prophet said.

The event has raised over $100,000
over the past 15 years. This year Dawson
College’s Blue Ring society donated the
proceeds of the Artist in Bloom fundrais-
ing event to Generations Foundation
and the Dawson College Financial Aid
Food Bank.n
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the final action taken in order to
decontaminate this site once and
for all and remove any PCBs
(polychlorinated biphenyls) that
might have seeped into the
ground,” explained Pointe Claire
Mayor Morris Trudeau.

The company tasked with the
cleanup, TechnoRem Inc., were
only able to start recently due to
the longer than normal winter
and the concern that melting
snowpack could have "caused by
the runoff of snowmelt water"
but thankfully, none occurred.

“Snowmelt and surface water
in the stockpiling area were man-

aged to make sure they did not
flow out of the property," noted
Trudeau. "They were pumped
into cisterns, analyzed and safely
disposed of.” 

The work is expected to take
between three and four weeks to
complete including "taking sam-
ples according to a systematic
pattern. Core samples will be
taken up to the boundary of the
industrial property, and beyond
that limit if necessary, to deter-
mine if the soil is contaminated,
and if so, how severe the problem
is and how far it extends," the
press release stated.

“Our goal is to guarantee the
health and safety of Pointe Claire
citizens, and we will continue to

be proactive and keep a very close
eye on this issue,” cited Trudeau.

After the characterization
process is complete, a two month

period will be adhered to, to
ensure no contaminated soil has
seeped into any adjacent proper-
ties.n
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Beaconsfield student participates in Artists in Bloom fundraiser

from LA was delayed taking
off by an hour due to some
technical problems with the
on board communications
system between the pilots
and the crew. That kind of
thing happens. However, my
fellow passengers and I had
to wait more than an hour
for our luggage to appear on
the carrousel. While people
fumed not one single Air

Canada agent surfaced to
even give an explanation. I
would like to give the airline
a thumbs up though for
offering free Wi-Fi on the
flight. This was a first for me
and the streaming was pretty
good.

Have you got something
to share? Email
mcohen@thesuburban.com
or call 514-484-9203, ext. 307.
Follow me on Twitter @mike-
cohencsl and on my blog at
http://blog.thesuburban.com.
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