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This space is offered by a donor of Sun Youth in collaboration 
with The Montrealer. For more information on our programs visit our 
website at www.sunyouthorg.com. For more news and information 

on Sun Youth and the community, like us on Facebook, follow us 
on Twitter and Instagram and connect with us on LinkedIn.

The cultural landscape of Sun Youth has 
kept pace with that of the city of Montreal 
since the founding of the organization in 
1954. This story takes place on the Saint-
Laurent Boulevard, known then as “The 
Main”. For a long time, this important 
artery served as the midpoint between the 
East and West of the city, separating Fran-
cophones in the East and Anglophones in 
the West. In the middle were the immi-
grant populations, largely from Eastern 
Europe and especially Jewish people. The 
latter settled on the outskirts of the Main, 
fi rst in the South, where Montreal’s China-
town now stands, and then migrated north-
ward, forming the Jewish Quarter of Mon-
treal with Clark Street, Parc Avenue, De 
l’Esplanade and of course, Saint-Laurent 
Boulevard as its main axis. The predomi-
nant language was Yiddish, which was 
spoken in the numerous clothing factories 
bordering the Main, the principal industry 
of this working-class quarter.
Sun Youth, whose building is currently 
located in this area, witnessed the demo-
graphic changes that followed. The organi-
zation was founded by a group of friends, 
the majority of whom were of european 
descent: Ukrainian, Polish, Russian, etc. 
These disadvantaged youth all lived in the 
neighbourhood, near Clark Street. The dif-
fi cult economic situation of their parents 
and the lack of sports and recreation activ-
ities available to them locally encouraged 
them to establish their own social club 

and to ensure its fi nancing by the creation 
of a hand-written community newspaper 
The Clark Street Sun.

In the middle of the 20th century, many Jews 
left the neighbourhood, replaced by a strong 
wave of Portuguese immigration, creating 
the Portuguese Quarter of Montreal. At the 
same time, Italian immigrants formed Little 
Italy a bit farther north of Saint-Laurent and 
Montrealers of Greek origin established 
businesses along Parc Avenue. These new 
communities in the vicinity came to enrich 
the ranks of Sun Youth, the cultural diver-
sity within the members of the organization 
growing trememdously.

Since 1980, the organization is housed 
in the former Baron-Byng High School 
building on Saint-Urbain Street, between 
Rachel and Marie-Anne. Then solely 
known as “The Sun Youth Organization”, 
the organization adopted its French name, 
“Jeunesse au Soleil”, refl ecting an increase 
in immigration from Francophone coun-
tries and the growth of French-speaking 
populations in Montreal. 

The organization’s staff and volunteers 
now form a real cultural mosaic with peo-
ple from North, Center and South Ameri-
ca, Europe, Asia and Africa all working to-
gether. Whether Jewish, Catholic, Muslim 
or otherwise, all have a common desire to 
help others. This diversity and this open-
ness to others represent the city that has 
become Montreal over the last 375 years. 
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Five months ago, Nour Utayim left Syria to settle in Quebec. Since 
then, she has joined the large family of Sun Youth as a bike patroller. 
This is her very fi rst job in Quebec.

The Cultural Heritage of 
Sun Youth: A Living Mosaic!

Echoes of Sun Youth
by Nicolas Carpentier

Sun Youth Communications 
Department

By Mike Cohen
 

SAN FRANCISCO – We 
were excited to get accom-
modations  at the Hilton San 
Francisco Union Square  
(www.sanfrancisco.hilton.
com),  located in the theatre 
district and within walking 
distance to cable cars,  the 
Moscone Center and about 
one mile from night clubs, 
Chinatown and Nob Hill. 
Macy’s and the upscale 
Westfield San Francisco 
Center are only a few blocks away.

This historic three-tower hotel pro-
vides rooms with city views, the 
Cityscape lounge on the 46th floor and 
a ballroom that occupies an entire floor. 
You can relax on their16th floor pool 
deck. It’s only 14 miles from the San 
Francisco International Airport. There 
are more than 1,900 rooms here, making 
it the largest hotel on the West Coast.

We stayed in one of the hotel’s newly 
renovated Tower Two Luxury suites, 
with a main bedroom with two Queen 
size beds and a small sofa. This connects 
to a much larger room, called a parlor, 
which features a Murphy bed, two sofas, 
a round dining room table that can seat 
six and windows on all sides. Combined 
you have two bathrooms, two fridges, 
two in-room safes, more cupboard space, 
which adds up to ultra-comfort. There is 
also a tablet in each room, which pro-
vides you with all of the necessary ho-
tel and city information. For a nominal 
charge you can surf the net with it as 
well. The internet streaming speed got 
high marks from me.

The hotel has a Suites Director, a fine 
gentleman named George Ferris. At the 
front desk there are plenty of staff to 
take care of you and I very much ap-
preciated the able assistance provided 
by the concierge team.

The Hilton San Francisco:  
the largest hotel on the 
West Coast

Cityscape at the Hilton provides a remarkable view

Classic guest rooms offer HDTV 
and Wi-Fi access while ultra-modern 
rooms showcase city skyline or bay 
views. Accessible rooms are also 
available. There’s plenty of dining op-
tions. Head to Herb ‘N Kitchen where 
you can eat your way – sit down, grab 
and go, or order to your room. Urban 
Tavern is the place to be for breakfast 
(called Poached in the morning) and 
the Lobby Bar is the perfect setting to 
unwind after a busy day. I enjoyed the 
breakfast buffet at the hotel a couple 
of times during my stay and it was ter-
rific!

Whether conducting business, keep-
ing up with a fitness routine or looking 
to spend quality time with your family, 
this Hilton hotel provides the amenities 
you expect and the extras you deserve. 
A Business Centre is located in the lob-
by level of Building Two. It includes 
computer work stations, conference 
room rentals, rentals for audio/visual 
equipment and conference rooms, a fax 
machine, and data phones with web ac-
cess, Express mail and even secretarial 
services. For your fitness and recre-
ational convenience, enjoy the fully 
equipped 2,800 sq. ft. health club with 
high calibre equipment. 

This hotel was fabulous in every 
way.

This expansive room is part of a Tower Two 
luxury suite 


