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A new rental car 
experience at Sixt

By Mike Cohen

For our recent trip to California, renting 
our own car was a priority.  In researching 
all of the different options I came across 
one I was frankly not familiar with called 
Sixt Rent a Car (www.sixt.com). After 
collecting our luggage at Los Angeles 
International Airport, we headed to the 
shuttle area where a Sixt van pulled up 
and brought us to their large garage very 
nearby. It was seamless check-in process. 
I was pleasantly surprised to drive away 
with a significant upgrade - a white Mer-
cedes. This was a first for me. Customer 
Service Branch Manager Maria Vigil pa-
tiently explained the operation of the ve-
hicle. It drove so smoothly, I was very sad 
to return the keys at the end of my trip. 
We also met the new branch manager, 
Amar Tankha, who told us that Sixt also 

has branches in West Hollywood, Beverly 
Hills, Venice Beach and Santa Monica.

Sixt Rent a Car was founded in 1912 in Mu-
nich, Germany, and started out with a fleet 
of just three vehicles. As one of the first and 
most important international car rental com-
panies in the world - with over 100 years 
in operation – the business seems to have 
earned a trusted reputation as a global lead-
ing car rental provider. Sixt was the first 
car rental company with a website and the 
first to accept mobile reservations. Today 
they are present in over 100 countries with 
branches in over 4,000 locations. You will 
be able to find Sixt car rental services in-
ternationally, in almost every major city and 
tourist destination worldwide and at conve-
nient locations such as airports, train sta-

tions, cruise ports, and hotels.

Sixt expanded to the United States in 2011 
and is now present at 50 locations in 14 
States. This includes the following airport 
locales: Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW), Las 
Vegas (LAS), Los Angeles (LAX), Phoe-
nix (PHX), Seattle (SEA), Fort Lauderdale 
(FLL), Miami (MIA), Orlando (MCO), San 
Francisco (SFO), San Jose (SJC), Atlanta 
(ATP) and Tampa (TPA). Up next will be 
San Diego and San Antonio. According to 
Daniel Florence, the co-president for Sixt 
USA, operations began at Miami Airport 
and rapidly expanded both within Florida 
and to key on- and off-airport locations 
throughout the US. 

The company’s strengths lie in the high 
proportion of premium cars in its vehicle 
fleet, the consistent service orientation of 
employees, and a good price-performance 
ratio. Taken together, these strengths have 
given the company an excellent market po-
sition. “We are proud to maintain alliances 
with renowned brands in the hotel industry, 
well-known airlines and numerous promi-
nent service providers in the tourism sec-
tor,” stated Florence.  

Sixt has a wide range of categories and 
models, including SUVs, con-
vertibles, sedans, pick-up trucks, 
vans, and sports cars. The major-
ity of its vehicles are from pre-
mium brands such as Mercedes-
Benz, Volvo, Cadillac, and BMW.

There is a lot of buzz around 
hidden costs when renting a car. 
Which are the advantages of 
renting with Sixt?  “We always 
say that with Sixt, you can drive 
first class and pay economy, and 
it’s really true,” says Florence. 
“Our cars are generally no more 
than nine months old, and we of-
fer premium brands at extremely 
competitive prices. Additionally, 
the Sixt experience is just unique 
– our customers are impressed 
by everything from the sleek de-
sign of the stations to our friendly 
rental agents, who might offer a 
chilled bottle of water on a hot 
day. A couple of weeks ago in 
Miami Beach, we surprised our 
customers with popsicles, beach 
balls, sunglasses, and photos. We 

strive to keep our rates as transparent as 
possible, and our rental agents are always 
happy to explain in-depth how our cover-
age packages and other additional sales 
products works, so that there are no sur-
prises in the end.”

Sixt rent a car offers handicap accessible 
vans, for as much time as you need it for 
one day up to a month. These vehicles are 
maintained to the highest quality making 
sure that you are sure that everything is 
always 100 percent operational.   Sixt of-
ficials note how they pride themselves on 
quality vehicles at affordable rates  and 
they promise you will be able to get the 
same standards in their wheelchair ones.  
Sixt   currently only offers one type of 
wheelchair accessible vehicle, the Dodge 
Grand Caravan. With the Dodge Grand 
Caravan there is a ramp that comes out 
which makes it easy to load a wheelchair 
on and off. With the Dodge Grand Caravan 
you will be able to fit total of five passen-
gers in the wheelchair accessible van. Be-
low you will be able to see which locations 
carry this vehicle. Sixt rent a car wishes 
you a great trip!

heart of Midtown Manhattan, this jewel of 
historic New York hotels commands the 
center of 44th Street, just a block and a 
half away from Times Square. The Algon-
quin first opened its doors in 1902. Today 
it is part of the Marriott chain’s Autograph 
Collection, an evolving ensemble of strik-
ingly independent hotels. Each destina-
tion has been selected for its quality, bold 
originality, rich character and uncommon 
details. From near to far, iconic to historic, 
the result is an array of properties that is 
nothing less than unique. The Algonquin 
Hotel was the first New York City prop-
erty to become a part of the collection.    

Each of the 181 rooms and 25 suites fea-
tures a comfortable well-lit work desk, as 

well as complimentary Wi-Fi.  Always 
one step ahead of everyone else, the hotel 
was the first to offer accommodations to 
actors and single women travellers.  De-
lighting thirsty revelers when it opened 
at the demise of the Prohibition in 1933, 
The Blue Bar has moved – both physi-
cally and eruditely – through decades of 
Times Square hotel bar trends.  There is 
also The Round Table Restaurant and the 
casual Lobby Lounge.

The Algonquin, its bar and restaurant, 
have easy access for wheelchairs from the 
street. There is valet parking. The hotel 
has six ADA rooms and one ADA suite. 
There are two elevators. Staff are very 
helpful and friendly.
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Customer Service Manager Maria Vigil at Sixt Rent a Car.


