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Fight back on this Pitbull nonsense!

So this past summer there has been 
about only one major bit of pet-re-
lated news, it seems, but the Breed 
Specifi c Legislati on that has target-
ed the Pitbull “breed” makes me 
sick to my stomach the more I think 
about it. So, I suggest suing anyone, 
bureaucrati c or otherwise, for even 
suggesti ng Pit bulls are more respon-
sible than any other breed for caus-
ing carnage among the populace. 

It has been found more than two 
months aft er a woman was killed 
off -island near Montreal that the 
dog may have been a Boxer and yet 
the municipal government of Mon-
treal mayor Denis Coderre sti ll has 
the temerity to pass a law causing 
grief to Pitbull owners? Fight back, 
people. Start a class-acti on suite. 
There HAVE to be lawyers willing to 
take on these cases “pro-bono” or 
for a subsequent percentage. Fight 
back. Don’t let these small-minded 
ignoramuses destroy your passion 
for a fi ne “breed” of dog! Dogs do 
not kill… people do.  

Mayor Coderre, I suggest you start 
looking for another job real soon. 
This one obviously ain’t for you. 
VOTE ANYONE BUT CODERRE!

By the way, SPCA Montreal, I am 
of the belief that your tacti c not to 
accept animals from many organi-
zati ons and businesses as your way 
of protesti ng  the anti -Pitbull atmo-
sphere that is tarnishing Quebec’s 
rep, is just plain wrong. You are 
sending these animals straight to 

the torturous hell of Berger Blanc 
and other murderers of pets.

 

Bride and Groom magazine leaves a 
really sour taste in my mouth

Another huge faux-pas is taking 
place in the radio adverti sing world, 
specifi cally on CJAD and other sta-
ti ons owned by Bell Media. I sold ra-
dio adverti sing, I know how it works 
and I can tell you how apparent it 
is that CJAD is hurti ng badly in this 
highly competi ti ve arena. . I KNOW 
how hard it is to sell commercial air 
ti me and I am actually happy when 
I hear new adverti sers on CJAD…. 
Even though I’d be happier if they 
came to Precious Pets for a LOT less 
money! But I’d prefer that we have 
the high-quality adverti sers we have 
now in the pages of our paper.   Bride 
and Groom, a magazine that targets 
couple who are engaged, is lowering 
the standard for media by running 
some very off ensive tripe, in my 
opinion. Professional models make a 
lot of money, probably because they 
don’t mind spending hours smil-
ing in front of a camera and taking 
the abuse that is a renowned part 
of their business, so much so that 
many models are burned out by 
age 30. Bride and Groom magazine 
therefore came up with a “brilliant” 
tacti c, or so they think. By way of 
commercial spots, mainly on CJAD, 
they are telling people that if they 
are good-looking enough (in oth-
er words, people not good looking 
enough need not apply:  Are they 
not worthy of marrying, Bride and 
Groom??), they can become mod-

els and get paid for appearing in the 
pages of the magazine. What a slap 
in the face for both trained models 
and the average person, who may 
apply and be turned down because 
a bevy of creati ve directors and oth-
er smug individuals do not consider 
them att racti ve enough.

Am I the only one who has a prob-
lem with this? What a crass world 
this has become.

Playing a posi� ve note, on Animal 
911’s huge anniversary

Believe it or not, I do have one more 
GOOD thing to fi nish with. Congrat-
ulati ons go out to another of our 
fi ne regular adverti sers, Animal 911, 
for celebrati ng its 30th anniversa-
ry as we celebrate our third. So, Dr. 
W (Wybranowski, who also writes 
a column for us) , Karine Chouinard 
and staff  (sorry if I am leaving any-
one important out, but these are the 
individuals I have dealt with to date), 
a hearty congratulati ons and much 
thanks from Precious Pets.

Halloween issue coming up fast

So, Precious Pets puts out its Octo-
ber Halloween issue annually and 
calls it Pernicious Pests. We have a 
really good ti me with it, all in the 
name of fun, of course, not at all at 
the expense of our pet friends. If you 
have anything to contribute – mod-
els and non-models are all invited 
– please e-mail it to (pics, poems, 
short fi cti on… anything with a Hal-
loween theme) info@preciouspets-
canada.com as soon as possible and 
we will try to get it in. Please do not 
send in too large a fi le and send it in 

soon. Thank you!

Bell the reason we missed an issue

Not sure whether this has happened 
to you or not, but because Bell Inter-
net re-routed the way we received 
e-mails, forcing us to get ours via 
their site (www.bell.ca), we missed 
our August issue. I had to pay my 
fantasti c computer Tech at SamTech 
on Queen Mary to “make it so,” en-
abling me to receive e-mails again 
and transfer Precious Pets fi les to 
Vanessa and now we are in the loop 
again. Sorry for the delay, folks!

Fight baCK on the pitbull sCaM!
WORDS FROM THE EDITOR

Barking 
Bram
with Bram D. Elsenthal
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Celebrating our anniversary with 
our latest hire and her darling pup

COVER STORY

So, our third anniversary has come 
and gone.  What you hold in your 
no-doubt trembling hands, ani-
mal-lover that you are, is the first 
issue of our latest year of publica-
tion. It has been a real hoot putting 
Precious Pets out for you all, and I 
mean with all my heart that both 
Tina and I are very proud of what 
we have accomplished… with the 
help, of course, of our loyal adver-
tisers, our incredible staff and, of 
course, our amazing readers. We 
thank you all. 

If you recall, we celebrated our 
last anniversary issue with a cover 
image by Marta Barnes, who does 
graphics for us and is one very 
talented young woman. This year, 
since our also extremely talented 
layout artist James McCafferty has 
expectedly moved on upon his grad-
uation from McGill, we thought we 
would invite our newest addition 
to our staff – our new layout artist 
Vanessa Zylberberg – to join in the 

festivities by appearing on our an-
niversary cover with her five month 
old female pup, Buttercup. 

This little darling half-dachshund, 
half terrier mix, proved to be one 
of the easiest dogs I have ever shot, 
as she romped all over the train 
yard at Stinson Rd. in Ville de Mont 
Royal, accompanied by me and her 
mommy, of course. Other than a 
little pee, she was no bother at all. 
Thanks, Buttercup!

Since this is about our new hire, I 
should get to it, I suppose. We are 
very proud to introduce Vanessa to 
you and it is my belief that she will 
do amazing work for us. I admit that 
I worked with Vanessa previously, 
at Congregation Shaar Hashomayim 
(The Gate of Heaven in English) in 
Westmount, circa 2007 or so. I liked 
this young lady a lot and her work 
ethic had a lot to do with it, as well 
as her occasional visits to my office, 
where I handled communications 
for Canada’s oldest traditional syn-

agogue. I left there in 2008, but we 
stayed in touch and when we adver-
tised the availability of the position 
on Facebook, Vanessa dove right in. 
We had a few other applicants, but 
as soon as we say down with her to 
chat, we knew she was the one. 

For one, Vanessa is extremely 
talented. She works at one job 
full-time and has time for extra 
stuff, like socializing, social media, 
working on Precious Pets and rais-
ing a pup! That’s a lot of work, but 
Vanessa takes it all on with gusto. 

I asked her how her romance with 
pets started. “I’ve always loved 
animals, ever since I was a kid. I 
loved playing with other people’s 
dogs and always wanted to hug cute 
fuzzy fluffy things. I always wanted a 
dog of my own, but was never able 
to have one because I grew up in a 
building that didn’t allow them. My 
mom let me get a hamster when I 
was about 12 years old. She was my 
first pet and I loved her more than 
anything in the world. After that I 
always had a little furry something 
in my life. Mostly guinea pigs, as 
I’d say they’re probably my favorite 
pet. They’re just the perfect com-
panion; smart, affectionate, calm 
and easy to look after. 

“They’re also ridiculously cute” 

What about graphic arts? Vanessa 
is a natural, essentially self-taught. 
“ I sort of just fell into graphics. 
Originally I wanted to go into 3D 
animation, but after learning about 
it and realizing how time consuming 
it was I decided to go into 2D ani-
mation instead. My favourite part 
of 2D animation has been design-
ing the graphics, so I decided to just 
focus on that. I don’t do much of it 
anymore, as I eventually went into 
IT, but it will always be one of my 

biggest passions and something I 
will always dabble in (ED. NOTE: We 
will try our best to have you do a 
whole lot of it here!). 

Why was Vanessa so attracted to 
working for Precious Pets? “I’ve 
know Bram for quite some time and 
heard he was looking for some-
one to replace the current layout 
editor and graphic artist. It was per-
fect timing, because I was looking 
for a side project that was graphics 
based. I’m also a huge animal lover 
and figured ‘ what better match 
than this? ‘ “ 

Funny, Bram has been thinking the 
same thing! 

Essentially, on our anniversary, the 
timing is ideal for like minds to meet 
insofar as our main goal is con-
cerned: “I would like to see the idea 
of Precious Pets grow,  whether that 
means a greater online presence, 
expanding to other provinces, or 
something else. I think we are a 
point in humanity where we finally 
recognize the importance of other 
species. I think people would like to 
learn more about them and a paper 
dedicated to just that is the perfect 
way to accomplish this. Animals 
are always surprising us and we 
have much more to discover about 
them. I think instead of investing 
in billions of dollars in the hunt for 
new species besides the ones found 
on Earth, we should take better care 
of, learn from, and appreciate the 
ones we have now.”

You can see Vanessa at work for 
the first time on this anniversary 
issue of Precious Pets. Thanks 
Vanessa and welcome to Team PP!

Photos and story by bram EisEnthal u ExclusivE to PrEcious PEts
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An Australian island known for its 
natural beauty and na� ve wildlife 
is set to become one of the world’s 
largest inhabited islands free of 
feral cats.

Kangaroo Island is Australia’s third 

biggest off shore island and has long 
been regarded as one of the world’s 
most pristi ne natural environments.

The South Australian island, which 
is free of foxes, wild dogs and rab-
bits, has an esti mated feral cat pop-

ulati on of 5000 –outnumbering its 
human populati on of about 4500. 

Natural Resources Kangaroo Island 
has launched its Feral cat eradica-
ti on plan and aims to rid the island 
of the predators by 2030 in conjunc-
ti on with a gradual and systemati c 
phasing out of all domesti c cats.

The Australian Government has 
pledged $500,000 towards the 
project’s $2 million fi rst stage, if it is 
re-elected next month. 

Kangaroo Island Natural Resource 
Management Board Presiding 
Member Richard Trethewey said 
feral cats had negati ve impacts on 
agriculture, conservati on, biodiver-
sity and tourism.

“We have a very strong interest in 
protecti ng our wildlife and we

Coming up

NEXT ISSUE

FRIDAY
Oct 28, 2016

DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY

Oct 19, 2016

info@preciouspetscanada.com

aniMals around the world: 
aussie island breaChes new territory 
by uniQuely eliMinating Feral Cats
by andrEW sPEncE u  (kindly sharEd With us by thE lEad, oF south australia)

No words can express our love 
for Sandy who was 14 1/2. 

Sandy was six months old when 
our family adopted her at the 
SPCA. Our sons, twenty-five 
and twenty-three, visited her 

always. Sandy always gave us 
unconditional love, joy and 

happiness to our lives, and to 
everyone she met. Friends says 
she was lucky to have me who 

gave her a forever home. Dearly 
missed, never forgotten!

-Martha Rudolf Sandy
Dec 20, 2001       July 19, 2016

IN LOVING MEMORY

Cats invade 
Aussie island
Continues Page 9

i i i i i i i i

AROUND THE WORLD
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WILDWOOD, New Jersey - It is 
always exciting for my family and 
I to explore a brand new vacation 
spot. After experiencing Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina for the first 
time in 2015, we decided to follow 
this up with the Wildwoods in New 
Jersey (www.WildwoodsNJ.com).
As usual, we get an early start at se-
curing reservations, doing so many 
months in advance of a July visit. 

Home to more than 180 special 
events and festivals throughout the 
year, some might consider the Wild-
woods the “Events Capital of the 
East Coast.”  The events take place 
at various locations throughout the 
island’s three distinct municipalities: 
Wildwood, Wildwood Crest and 
North Wildwood. Visitors can find 
an event happening nearly every 
day of the week throughout the 
summer at locations including the 
Wildwoods Convention Center, Fox 
Park, Olde New Jersey Avenue, the 
beach, and the world-famous Wild-
woods Boardwalk. Watch out for the 
trams, please!

Many families consider their four-
legged friends family members and 
insist on traveling with their pets. 
The Wildwoods make it possible 
for the entire “family” to vacation 
together. 

The Wildwoods offers a designat-
ed dog-friendly beach on Poplar 
Avenue, where dogs, along with 

their owners, are able to enjoy a 
fun-filled day at the beach. Tails are 
always wagging as dogs make their 
way across the Boardwalk, onto the 
sand, and past the 25-foot-tall Fire 
Hydrant Sculpture at the entrance to 
the Dog Beach. Just to be safe, all 
dogs must be licensed, must always 
be leashed and owners are responsi-
ble for cleaning up after their four-
legged friends. 
 
The block-and-half-long, 190-yard-
wide area is open from 6 a.m. until 
dusk and the beach is well equipped 
with all furry-amenities, including 
water stations, signs telling doggy 
owners to clean up after their loved 
ones and plastic bags for scooping 
up after their pets. 

From October through May, dogs 
have full access to the Wildwoods 
world-famous beaches. But, from 
May through October, every four-
legged friend has a special, desig-
nated place to call their own.

There is an awful lot to do here 
and it all starts at The Wildwoods 
Boardwalk, often called “two 
miles of smiles.” Here you will 
find spectacular amusement piers, 
world-class roller coasters, interac-
tive waterparks, family atmosphere, 
carnival-style games of chance, 
shops and irresistible food. Imag-
ine, nearly nine million visitors are 
attracted here each season. We just 
loved the atmosphere. 

 
The Boardwalk features Morey’s 
Piers (www.moreyspiers.com), 
containing three action-packed 
amusement piers. Service dogs are 
permitted. Here you can also find 
the Seaport Aquarium, home to 
hundreds of fish and sharks, snakes, 
marmoset monkeys, moray eels, 
alligators and an interactive touch 
pool!

We were fortunate to get reserva-
tions at The Adventurer Ocean Inn 
(www.AdventurerInn.com), which I 
can confidently say is probably the 
nicest hotel in all of the Wildwoods. 
This is indeed an oceanfront loca-
tion, which has everything that your 
family or group needs to relax and 
unwind at the beach. You can wake 
up to the sounds of the ocean, watch 
the sun rise from an ocean view or 
oceanfront balcony, enjoy breakfast 
in their oceanfront restaurant or 
simply bask in the sun at the beach 
or at the pool area. 

From this location, you can walk to 
the beach, the Boardwalk, water-
parks and the Wildwoods Conven-
tion Center, with ease. The latter 
features a cardio room, convention 
/ meeting rooms, Southern expo-
sure outdoor pool and kiddie pool, 

as well as free outdoor and garage 
parking on the premises. 

I would like to recommend two 
restaurants in particular, which 
are part of the Big Fish Restaurant 
Group: the Beach Creek Oyster Bar 
and Grill (www.beachcreek.net) and 
The Boathouse (www.boathouseon-
line.com). Both promise outstanding 
dining experiences.

We had planned on experiencing the   
Sightseer Whale & Dolphin Cruises 
(http://bigbluesightseer.com), but 
time ran out for us. Perhaps next 
time!

Mike Cohen can be reached at 
info@mikecohen.ca. Follow his 
travels  at www.sandboxworld.
com/travel and on Twitter and 
Instagram @mikecohencsl

(ED. NOTE: I have been to the 
Wildwoods many times, both as a 
teen and adult, and love it there. 
Next to Maine, it is my favourite 
vacation spot... and the water is 
much warmer, too....)

Dog friendly beaches and aquarium 
highlight the animal friendly spot

new Jersey’s wildwoods:
WILDWOODS

by mikE cohEn
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Last issue, we discussed that ear-
ly sterilizati on of dogs (at 2-4 
months of age) does pose risks to 
their health. The questi on remains 
whether we should sterilize all 
dogs? In North America steriliza-
ti on is an accepted practi ce, but 
in Europe it is rarely done. Are we 
right in sterilizing every dog? 

To answer this questi on we need 
to separate males from females as 
it aff ects every sex diff erently, but 
let’s fi rst look at some common 
conditi ons to both sexes.

The common advantages to gona-
dectomy (removal of the reproduc-
ti ve organs) in both sexes are:

• Pets cannot reproduce so 
the overall populati on of 
pets decreases and there 
are less unwanted pets

• Pets will not roam around 
looking for a partner (I 
don’t know about you, but 
I would never let my dog 
roam freely anyway!)

• Urine marking is greatly 
decreased (training in dogs 
will do that as well)

• Aggressiveness is not de-
creased in male dogs, as 
most people seem to think, 
and it may even slightly 
make some bitches sligh-
ly more aggressive (In cats 
however, the opposite is 

true; gonadectomy does 
make them less aggres-
sive).

The common disadvantages to go-
nadectomy in both sexes are:

 The removal of the gonads caus-
es a drop in circulati ng hormones, 
estrogens in females and testos-
terone in males and, as a result, 
there is an automati c signifi cant 
decrease in the metabolic rate by 

35-40%. Think of the metabolic 
rate as the burner on your stove 
when you are boiling water. If you 
turn up the heat the water boils 
faster, if you turn down the heat 
it boils slower. Aft er sterilizati on 
the metabolic rate drops drasti -
cally, so if you conti nue feeding 
your pet the same way you did be-
fore gonadectomy (castrati on or 
sterilizati on) your pet will put on 
weight. Is this a problem? Abso-
lutely! In North America over 50% 
of the pets are overweight. So sure 
you can prevent excess weight by 
proper feeding, but more than half 
the owners do not know how to do 
this properly.

 By the way, if you have been lucky 
enough to enjoy a trip to Europe, 
you must have seen some dogs 
walking on the streets with their 
owners. How many overweight 
dogs did you see? I am profession-
ally att uned to always evaluate the 
health of every pet I encounter, no 
matt er where. I have been lucky 
enough to spend a lot of ti me in 
Europe where sterilizati on is not 
performed on a regular basis and I 
yet have not seen 

overweight dogs everyday! This is 

food for thought.

The common benefi ts to sterili iza-
ti on and neutering are not as great 
as they appear to be. We can see 
that the common benefi ts and dis-
advantages can be overcome with 
bett er educati on of dog owners 
about proper nutriti on and bett er 
training of their dogs as far as be-
haviour is concerned. 

Surgically altering sexes systemat-
ically may not be as advantageous 
as we have presumed ti ll now. This 
will become even more evident 
next month, when we look at the 
pros/cons of sterilizati on for male 
and female dogs separately.

(ED. NOTE: Please join me in wish-
ing Animal 911 a successful and 
thriving 30th anniversary!)

ASK THE DOCTOR

Should we be castrating and 
sterilizing all dogs? - (a series)

They Call Me Dr. W

 (by dr. WybranoWski, b.sc. dvm ccrt) 
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In July I went to the K9 fest 
held in Maxville,Ontario, a 
place that has a lot of the dog 
sports available to the pet-lov-
ing public - Lure, �lyball, agility, 
herding, dock jumping and 
more! There were also several 
venders for dog things... artisan 
leashes , homemade dog soap 
and cookies, dog food, portable 
water bowls and some other 
dog necessities. Now back to 
the doggie K9 sports : Lure is 
very interesting because a dog 
must chase a plastic mouse 
attached to a rubber band that 
goes all the way around the 

pen . Herding is similar to Lure, 
except that the dog has to herd 
live sheep around a small pen. 
I was kinda surprised to see 
that the dog didn’t try to bite 
the sheep when it wasn’t going 
in the direction the dog needed 
it to go. Next is �lyball, which is 
like a dog relay race with small 
hurdles, so the dog sprints 
and leaps over four jumps and 
then sprints back to the start-
ing point, where the next dog 
takes off and does the same 
thing over again. You win the 
game when all the dogs on the 
team make it back and �inish 

the relay before the other team 
does. Another dog sport, which 
I used to do, is agility, where 
your dog must jump, leap, go 
under and through different 
obstacles while you have to say 
different key words and di-
rect the animal with a treat or 
squeaky toy to make them un-
derstand what to do, when they 
arrive in front of the obstacle . 
Last, but far from least, is dock 
jumping, which is my personal 
favourite K9 sport because the 
dog has to jump off a dock and 
land in a pool of water. The 
way you can win or gain points, 
is getting the dog to jump 
the farthest from the dock as 
possible, depending on their 
size (because you can’t expect a 
nine-pound dog to jump as far 
as a 100 pound dog)! I wonder 
how far my dogs would jump? 
I actually think that my little 
one (Yorkie) would jump far-
ther than my Giant Schnauzer 

because he’s more active than 
Oscar (the Giant Schnauzer ) . 
But I guess we’ll never know! 

I loved attending the K9 fest 
and I hope to go again next year

(ED. NOTE. – We will make 
sure you cover K9 for us next 
year, Jovan.  As for never 
knowing whether your Yorkie 
or Oscar would beat the other 
at dock jumping, why not? 
Test them and see!)

8

goes all the way around the team make it back and �inish ther than my Giant Schnauzer 

ONTARIO K9 FESTIVAL

Boyhood 
Buddy
with Jovan Rohac

ontario’s K9 Festival a great 
plaCe to Celebrate dogs
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Ace Dog Training
Montreal
AFFIRMATIVE CANINE EDUCATION

Jayne DeLuca DOG TRAINER

514-238-6119
C.D.T.A.REGISTERED TRAINER
Member of Montreal Dog Trainers Network acedogtrainingmontreal.com

• Obedience, All Levels
• Behavior Consultations
• Temperament Evaluations

Editorial 
Board

The ediTorial Board of 
Precious PeTs is com-
Prised of individuals 

connecTed To The PeT 
field in some manner, 
who are ready To ad-

vise The ParTners  and/
or sTaff when asked for 
Their  oPinions. They are:

michael J. cohen,  
councilor, ciTy of coTe 

sainT-luc (QueBec)
and founder of iTs caTs  

commiTTee

averil roBinson, owner 
of PeT friends (vaudreuil, 

QueBec)

Gerdy Gouron, owner of 
Gerdy’s rescues and  
adoPTions (QueBec)

dr. woJciech wy-
Branowski – veTerinarian 
(monTreal’s wesT island)

suzanne villeneuve

 – PresidenT: suzanne  
villeneuve associaTes inc. 

& svBiz inc.

AROUND THE WORLD

Cats invade Aussie island 
Continued from Page 4
i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

are conscious of the fact that feral 
cats are very heavy predators... 
particularly regarding our threat-
ened species,” he said.

“There is also a significant impact 
on our sheep production - sar-
cosporidiosis and toxoplasmosis 
(spread by feral cats) are well rec-
ognized as debilitating problems 
for sheep on Kangaroo Island.

“So this is a huge opportunity for 
us here if we can manage to con-
trol and eradicate them.”

Feral cat predation is a major 
threat to the island’s valuable 
and endemic fauna, with up to 
50 native animal species at risk, 
including endangered species the 
southern brown bandicoot, Kan-
garoo Island dunnart, Kangaroo 
Island echidna and southern emu 
wren.

The three-stage project is under-
way with Stage 1 (2016-2019), in-
cluding the trial of feral cat control 
techniques, establishing baseline 
monitoring programs and begin-
ning a process for gradual phasing 
out of all cats.

Stage 2 (2019 – 2022) will include 
the eradication of feral cats from 
the Dudley Peninsula, construc-
tion of a feral cat-proof fence 
across the narrow 1-kilometre gap 
dividing the peninsula and the rest 
of the island and a gradual phas-
ing out of cat ownership.

Dudley Peninsula is on the Kan-
garoo Island’s eastern side and 
includes the main ferry terminal, 
which links it to the mainland and 
the highway to the South Austra-
lian capital Adelaide, about 120km 
northeast.

Stage 3 (2022 – 2030) involves the 
eradication of feral cats from the 
remainder of the 4400 sq. Km. 
island and the phasing out of all 
cat ownership.

Trethewey said the island’s vast 
tracts of native vegetation – about 
47 per cent of its total area – had 
proven an excellent habitat for 
feral cats, adding to the challenge 
of the project.

“We recognize that it’s a big task, 
probably in the early years we can 
reduce the numbers quite signifi-
cantly but to ensure that we’ve 

got the very last one we have to 
accept there’s quite a lot of time 
involved,” he said.

“But when we are successful it’s 
going to be a huge (boon) to the 
Kangaroo Island brand.

“People come here for our natural 
systems and our wildlife and to be 
able to say we are feral cat-free 
would be a fantastic boost.”

The eradication program will use 
detector dogs and “grooming” 
traps, which use sensors to detect 
DNA, body temperature and hair 
type to identify and separate feral 
cats from native wildlife. A toxic 
gel is sprayed on the feral cats fur 
by the sensor as they pass and is 
licked off by the cat, as part of its 
unique grooming ritual, resulting 
in death.

Trethewey said it was hoped test-
ing of the grooming traps would 
be completed in time for them to 
begin being trialled on Kangaroo 
Island later this year.

(ED NOTE: The poisoning of feral 
cats may be shocking to some 
readers, but not acting would 
have resulted in impossible num-
bers being bred, with potentially 
crueller methods of control occur-
ring later on.   We note that Que-
bec’s City of Cote Saint-Luc has 
seized the opportunity to control 
its feral cat population when the 
numbers are significantly more 
manageable). 
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PUZZLES

SUDOKU Sudokus from: http://www.puzzles.ca/sudoku.html
Crosswords from: http://alberichcrosswords.com/pages/id156.html

ACROSS
1 See 25
5 Tree snake from the east, 
one shown in books (6)
10 Lead pencil’s first to go 
back (7)
11 Theatre’s to mount play 
again (7)
12 Unfit, elected to join a gym 
(5)
13 Service following sales is a 
farce, unfortunately, consum-
ing endless time (9)
14 Bad hair day, Lucy? That’s 
effected by water (9)
16 Subject of tenor ignored by 
opera company (5)
17 Charlie’s impressed by 
leading revolutionary TV sound 
system (5)
19 Thrills given by loose wom-
an? Get moving! (4-5)
22 Last month this writer’s 
accepted corporation’s final 
demand (9)
23 Beaver is an animal associ-
ated with dams primarily (5)
24 Could be second exam 
interrupted by racket (7)
25,1 across,8,12 down,9 Can’t 
do it, uh? Beef at others’ oeu-
vres in inane career – possibly 
beginning to convey what 28 
said (1,6,3,5,4,7,2,6,2,1,6)
27 Figure from Greek myth 
taking Troy finally (2,4)
28 One composer or anoth-

er exchanging daughter for 
sister? (8)

DOWN
1 Hot sauce with one 
stuffing (3)
2 Attendant pulls up out-
side empty theatre (7)
3 It’s to throw out, first 
off (5)
4 Look at everyone fol-
lowing European gover-
nor around (7)
6 Soldier wears appropri-
ate American equipment 
(9)
7 Group in prison needing 
help, we’re told (7)
8 See 25
9 See 25
12 See 25
15 The last word in smart, 
fancy weapons (9)
18 Keep most of delicate 
fragments (7)
19 Pay with krona for 
small boiler? (6)
20 I knock computer over, 
having some booze (7)
21 Plants in herbaria can 
thicken, to some extent 
(7)
23 Dip in articles supporting 
Britain (5)
26 Seeress regularly picked 
vetch (3) CROSSWORD

Solution
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