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Paris, France – If there is one 
monument you want to see and 
experience when visiting Paris, it 
is the Eiffel Tower (www.tour-eiffel.fr), which first 
opened its doors to the public on May 15 1889.

For those who want to go all the way to the top you 
have a few options: book tickets at least six months in 
advance; stand in line for a few hours; or take a shortcut 
and a dreamlike lunch or dinner at the Jules Verne Res-
taurant (www.lejulesverne-paris.com). This is part of 
the Alain Ducasse culinary empire (www.alain-ducasse.
com). Not only did we enjoy a five course meal, but we 
had a private door to enter and exit the viewing platform 
whenever we wished. Upon arrival at the South Pillar, 
we gave our names to the host who sent us up on a pri-
vate elevator 125 metres above. While regular patrons 
had to wait seemingly endlessly to go back down at the 
end of the night, we did so in minutes.  In order to get the 
window table we had, one needs to reserve at least three 
months in advance. We could have bought tickets from 
there to go to the very top, but frankly take my advice – 
it is really not worth the long wait.

There is now a “tasting” menu, allowing you to expe-
rience the full Jules Verne sensation. For dinner it is 185 
euros for five courses (meat or fish) or 230 euros for six.  
Our selections included Bellevue Style blue lobster, with 
gold caviar; preserved duck foie gras; roasted marinated 
baby artichokes; seared sea bass or free range chicken 
fricassee; and some delicious desserts.  

Another extraordinary experience is The Mou-
lin Rouge (www.moulinrouge.fr). Located in the 
Monmarte District, this is a “can’t miss” stop for any 
Paris visitor. You will be entertained by a troupe of 80 
artists, and outstanding international acts. On the night 
we were in attendance, a male and female acrobatic 
team astounded the audience and there was also the 
most marvelous and humorous ventriloquist. When 
one of the dancers dropped into a swimming pool 
which emerged from the floor and began to swim with 
snakes, the packed room applauded loudly. This revue, 
called “Féerie,” is performed twice a night.

I must have spent hours looking for just the right res-
taurant to “sandwich” in before the Moulin Rouge and 
the Koff Delicattessen (www.koff-paris.fr) at 15 Rue la 

Vieuville won out. I would strongly recommend 
Koff. The husband and wife team of David and 
Jade designed this place like a New York deli. 
The menu features bagels, burgers, quesadillas, 
nachos, sandwiches,   smoked salmon, Ashke-
nazi specialties, Russian dishes and a nice vari-
ety of salads. It is open for lunch and dinner. Koff 
is just one minute’s walk from Abbesses métro 
station (line 12).  

Breakfast in America (www.breakfast-in-
america.com) is one more unique restaurant you 
will want to try. There are two locations:  in the 
heart of the historic Latin Quarter, not far from 
the Sorbonne and Notre Dame and   in the Mara-
is district, near rue des Rosiers, the famous Jew-
ish quarter. We experienced the Marais locale 
known as BIA2. The place is famous for break-
fast. We very much enjoyed our meals: toast, 
eggs over easy and home fries. There were even 
toasters at each booth.   At BIA, some favorites 
include: blueberry pancakes with real maple 
syrup, the Connecticut omelet, two by two, lo-
cally-baked bagels, their own “BIA Burger” and 
“Super BIA Burger,” California chicken wrap, 
vegetarian wrap, home-made chili con carne, 
club sandwich, cheesecake, real milkshakes and 
much, much more!   

I strongly recommend an evening at the 
Mogador Theatre (www.stage-entertainment.
fr/theatre-mogador). Founded in 1913, the 
Mogador is a performance venue of 1,600 seats 
and run by the Stage Entertainment group and 
the eclectic program favours musicals: The 
Lion King (1,300,000 spectators), Mamma 
Mia! (2011 and 2012), Sister Act (2013) and 
most recently the French version of Beauty 
and the Beast (La Belle et La Bête). We were 
fortunate to see one of the final shows of the 
latter’s highly successful nine-month run.  

As we were planning this trip it became abun-
dantly clear that a company named Viator (www.viator.
com) could really come in handy when booking certain 
tours and excursions. Their team of travel insiders are 
obsessed with finding the best things to do everywhere 
folks travel. For the youngest member of our travel par-
ty, the Teen Shopping and Fashion Accessories Tour in 
Paris ended up being the first choice.  For girls who are 
you looking for something that just screams “I got this in 
Paris,” this is a great choice. Sandra Hoyois, from Not A 
Tourist Destination Tours, leads this Paris shopping tour.20140695-KingDavid-TheMontrealerAd-OF.pdf   1   2014-07-04   5:38 PM
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How to skip the lines at the Eiffel Tower  
and some other important tips in French capital

Photo: M. ChazeauA look at the Eiffel Tower all lit up.  
While there has been a Grévin (www.grevin.com) at 

Montreal’s Eaton Centre since April 2013, this place is 
the original. In fact, only one other exists in the world 
– in Prague, Czech Republic. This is a fabulous wax 
museum, with a specific French feel in terms of many of 
the actors and historical figures featured. I nonetheless 
got to pose with the likes of Elton John, Angelina Jolie, 
Nicholas Cage, Barack Obama and many other familiar 
faces.  Your visits starts off with a unique sound and light 
show. I am now ready to visit the museum in Montreal.  
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Aurélie Gombert, the communications 
director in Paris, said that plans call for 
a new Grévin to open every year or so. I 
would think that the United States would 
be next on the list, not to mention places 
like Toronto and Vancouver in Canada.

Amidst the crackle of photographers’ 
flashes, the celebrities in the headlines all 
meet at the most Parisian of addresses. 
Discreet atmosphere and evening dress  
mandatory for a cocktail party with the 
stars of showbiz, top international sing-
ers  and the piano at an impromptu jam 
session, or a relaxed environment to 

share a friendly glass at the brasserie 
with the big names of the French cin-
ema industry; the Grevin creates the illu-
sion  of an interactive meeting in its new 
decor. During the visit, a fashion show 
podium, a dance studio, or a box at the 
theatre give visitors a unique opportu-
nity to meet their favourite artists and to 
glimpse the Spirit of Paris. 

Mike Cohen’s email address is info@
mikecohen.ca. Follow his travels at 
www.sandboxworld.com/travel or on 
Twitter @mikecohencsl.

The entrance to the Jules Verne Restaurant – an elevator whisks diners 
by private elevator to the restaurant 125 metres high

(514) 489-2994 1-888-225-3243
Calèche Tours, 101 Donegani Ave, Pointe-Claire H9R 2W2

Call to learn 
more about 

exciting 
2014/15 trips!

Overnight prices are pp/dbl occ. Restrictions & cancellation penalties may apply. Quebec Permit #700686
OPC fund of 0.35% is included in all prices. GST and QST included in all prices.

www.caleche.net
Cruises, escorted tours, casino trips, bike tours and more! 

Plattsburgh Shopping Day   Nov 15 $35

Burlington Shopping Day  Oct 25, Dec 13 $35

Akwesasne Mohawk Casino  Sept 20, Oct 25, Nov 29, Dec 20   $30
$15 slots, $10 meal coupon    
Morrisburg, Upper Canada Playhouse, transportation, show and lunch 
Oct 24, Memories of Rock and Roll (explosive show!) $89
Dec 7, Lights, Camera, Christmas! Show, lunch at MacIntosh Inn and Festival of Lights $89

Atlantic City  Oct 5-9      $385
Resorts Casino $45 slots – 4 buffet dinners – show on availability              
Akwesasne overnight  Nov 9-10      $159  
1 $15 and 1 $10 slot play, 1 $10.95 meal voucher and 1 $7.00 meal voucher 
– shopping in Messina
Fairmont Manoir Richelieu  Oct 26-28     TBA
3 days, 2 nights, 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts, stop-over in Quebec City
Mohegan Sun & Foxwoods  Oct 14-16  3 days, 2 nights $330
Lodging at Mohegan Sun, 3 buffets and $30 slot credit & shopping 
Norwegian Gem 10 day/9 nights cruise  Jan 21-30, 2015 (Tax incl.)
Transport, 1 night at a 4✰ hotel with hot breakfast, tour of New York. All meals on ship
New York, San Juan, Puerto Rico; St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands; Tortola, BVI.
Holland Tulip Time River Cruise 8 days  April 15-23, 2015 $4,004
On board Avalon’s Affi nity, 8-Day river cruise from Amsterdam to Amsterdam. Discover 
picturesque Holland and Belgium in the spring on this marvelous river cruise vacation. 
Includes air, transfers and gratuities. Call for information.

Inside: $1,399 pp
Oceanview: $1,539 pp

Balcony: $1,849 pp 

Cruises, escorted 
tours, casino trips, 
bike tours and more!  

Active. Attractive. Affordable.
Everything you need in a retirement community!

Retirement Miramichi offers a wide variety of rental homes 
with a size and style to suit your budget and lifestyle. With 
rents as low as $543/month, you’ll have more time and 
money in your pocket to do the things you want to do.

Retire in Miramichi

Make the Right Move.
Call toll free: 1-888-844-2001
Check us out at...www.retirenb.ca

N E W  B R U N S W I C K

YOU don’t 
need to be
ALONE...

We offer affordable 
living for Autonomous and 
Semi-Autonomous Seniors

■ Private and Semi-Private Rooms

■ Visiting Physician

■ Medication Supervision

■ 3 Nutritious Meals Daily

■ Weekly Housekeeping/Laundry

■ Sunday Chapel, Saturday Mass

■ Recreation Program

■ Emergency Call Bells & Intercom

■ 24 Hour Supervision and/or 
Assistance

The Salvation Army Montclair Residence
For further information, please call

Vicky Stewart 514.481.5638
4413 Montclair Ave., Montreal (NDG) H4B 2J4

Owned and operated by The Salvation Army

Teaching Centre for McGill Nursing
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