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MYRTLE BEACH -There is no 
question that our recent family va-
cation in beautiful Myrtle Beach 
(www.visitMyrtleBeach.com) was highlighted by the 
place we decided to stay – the superb Island Vista Re-
sort (www.islandvista.com). 

There are approximately 425 hotels and 98,600 ac-
commodation units in the Myrtle Beach area. From ele-
gant golf and seaside resorts, to rustic cottages, bed and 
breakfasts and mom-and-pop motels, the area offers 
accommodations for every taste and appeals to every 
type of traveller. There are also several campgrounds 
located between Myrtle Beach and the South Strand, 
many of which are oceanfront or\ just steps away from 
the beach. There are also a number of beach homes and 
condos available for rent, thereby giving vacationing 
families a true home away from home.

The hotel originally on the property was called the 
Sea Island Inn and was torn down in 2004 by the Chap-
man family and rebuilt as a luxury resort two years lat-

Cypress Room. Many of the waiters who work at the 
restaurant have been here for decades, dating back to its 
previous incarnation. The resort, with 149 rooms, is cen-
trally located in Myrtle Beach, but in a quieter section 

of the strip and is surrounded 
by residential homes and no 
other hotel towers. It has a 
very homey feel to it. I have 
never met such a polite staff, 
from the maintenance man to 
the front desk personnel.

 All units are ocean front 
suite/condo style. We reserved 
a one bedroom suite with 
two queen beds in the sepa-
rate bedroom and a nice pull 
down Murphy bed, as well 
as a sleeper sofa, in the living 
room. The unit also has a full 
kitchen with dishes and silver-
ware, a washer/dryer, a dining 
room table, three comfortable 
chairs, two televisions, an in-
room safe and an oceanfront 
balcony. Stephen Chapman, his wife Shelley and his sis-
ter Julia Singleton manage the property. They gave me 
a look at some of the larger suites – two, three and four 
bedrooms- and let me just say I know what is on my 
“wish” list for a future trip. Suites range in size from 
677 to 2,300 square feet and are highlighted by elegant 
traditional furnishings such as shuttered headboards, 

offering amazing ocean views.  
Parking is made simple here, with two multi-level 

lots. We rented a car from 
Alamo at the airport, which 
generally has the best deals, 
and with our GPS and some 
printed Google map directions 

way around.

health centre, wireless internet 
and indoor and outdoor pools. 
We absolutely loved the pool 
setup. I felt like I was on a 
tropical island as our space 
was just steps from the beach 
and looking straight ahead at 
the gorgeous ocean.  It is best 
to get up a little early to secure 
some chairs and an umbrella. 
Towels are provided via a  
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 When in Myrtle Beach the Island Vista Resort  
offers all the comforts of home and more

special dispenser which recognizes your room key. You 
can rent chairs and umbrellas right on the beach from 
the lifeguards.

The resort’s swimming complex features an indoor 
and outdoor pool area with a wide range of water ameni-
ties. Unlike any other on the Grand Strand, Island Vista’s 

-
centuated by a cascading waterfall pouring into a 200 
foot lazy river. The indoor area also features a large 
pool, a Jacuzzi and a kids’ pool featuring pop jets and 
water games. The indoor facility opens to the outdoors 
during the summer months and is fully enclosed during 
the winter. Island Vista’s two outdoor pools overlook the 
Atlantic Ocean and feature pop jets, leaping streams of 
water and a splash pool. I loved being able to connect to 
the free Wi-Fi from the pool deck all day. It was quite a 
novelty and saved me a lot of money on cellular data. 

area. It is open from 6 a.m. to 11 a.m. and offers station-
ary bikes, elliptical machine, treadmills and weight-
training equipment. There is an in-house golf director 
here who is knowledgeable about the many courses to 

to 12 take place during Easter Week and from June 
through August. There are even Kid’s Night Out activi-
ties, which provide mom and dad with a break. Each 
room has a DVD player. When you check-in you are 
given a card to take out DVDs for free from a special 
machine in the lobby – yet another plus in terms of cus-
tomer service.

The Island Vista Resort is conveniently located on the beach.

 Spacious one-bedroom living room area – all suites have ocean views
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Echoes of Sun Youth
By Nicolas Carpentier

Sun Youth Communications 
Department

This space is offered by a donor of Sun Youth in collaboration 
with The Montrealer. For more information on our programs visit our 
website at www.sunyouthorg.com. For more news and information 

on Sun Youth and the community, like us on Facebook, follow us 
on Twitter and Instagram and connect with us on LinkedIn.
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A Golf Tournament where everyone wins!

For the 12th consecutive year, Sun 
Youth held the Mordy Gordon 
Memorial Golf Tournament in col-

laboration with Des Sources Chrysler 
Dodge Jeep RAM Fiat to finance the 
organization’s sports and recreation pro-
grams for children. On August 13th, some 
130 golfers gathered at Le Diamant Golf 
Club in support of Sun Youth. Unlike your 
typical golf tournament, everyone wins 
at Sun Youth’s Mordy Gordon Memorial 
Golf Tournament by supporting a great 
cause! The preliminary financial results 
indicate that the event raised over $80,000, 
which brings the total of funds collected to 
$692,000 since the inception of the tourna-
ment in 2004. 
After a day spent on the greens, the many 
guests were treated to an open bar cock-
tail with delicious sushi and finger food. 
As is now the tradition, guests could bid 

on an array of items at a silent auction 
while a few selected prizes were offered 
in a traditional auction. Both auctions 
featured various interesting items includ-
ing sports memorabilia of athletes such 
as Montreal Canadiens’ Yvan Cournoyer, 
Carey Price and Brendan Galagher, 
Toronto Blue Jays’ Russell Martin, 
mixed martial artist Georges St-Pierre 
and the late Expos legend Gary Carter. 
Special thanks to Montreal artist Michael 
Litvak for donating two of his paintings 
that were auctioned off and to the Robin 
des Bois Restaurant for once again sup-
porting the tournament. The event con-
cluded with a raffle featuring this year’s 
grand prize, a trip for two in Switzerland 
courtesy of Swiss International Airlines.  
Special thanks to Montreal comedian 
Joey Elias for hosting the evening in a 
highly colourful way!

(Left) The good people from Des Sources Chrysler Dodge Jeep RAM 
Fiat were once again one of the major sponsors of the tournament: (left 
to right) Michael Berenson, Sebastian Pitruzello, Joe Ciccocioppo 
and Benny Bougamin. Photo: Nicolas Carpentier
(Right) Kim Brisebois, account manager for the Lufthansa group, one 
of the tournament’s major sponsors, addressing the participants before 
the draw of the tournament’s grand prize, 2 round-trip Business Class 
tickets to Zurich or Geneva courtesy of Swiss International Air Lines. 
Photo: Joseph Munro.

Thanks to the organizing committee, this event is always a huge suc-
cess. Here are some of the members: Ernest Rosa, Robert Gordon,  
Howard Popliger, Jamie Ross, Lewis Israel, Earl De La Perralle, 
Renzo Fraraccio and Gaétan Lévesque. Absent from the picture are 
Keith Petrofsky, and Marvin Pascal. Photo: Joseph Munro.

The Cypress Room is located off the 
hotel’s main lobby and features an array 
of European-infused low country din-
ing selections including signature dishes 
such as pan seared pork chops with apple 
and cornbread stuffi ng, crispy fried oys-
ters with roasted red pepper tartar sauce, 
bourbon creamed corn and sweet potato 
hash, and pecan-crusted trout, with her-
bed butter noissette served over Basmati 
rice with wild mushroom ragout. Our 
group shared a crab and lobster tim-
bale appetizer and sampled the risotto 
with Provencal vegetables, roasted as-
paragus and red onion marmalade with 
lobster and the fi sh special of the day, a 
perfectly grilled Mahi-Mahi. We also or-
dered room service on a few occasions, 

which enabled us to enjoy longer days 
at the pool.

The Cypress Room also serves a great 
breakfast daily from 7:30 am to 10 am. 
I thoroughly enjoyed my morning order 
of two eggs, potatoes, toast, juice and a 
warm cup of coffee. There is also a full 
service bar providing alternate seating, 
as well as a selective range of fi ne wines, 
liqueurs, domestic and international 
beers and specialty cocktails.

For more information about Is-
land Vista, call 800-548-0767 or visit 
www.IslandVistaResort.com 

Mike Cohen’s email address is in-
fo@mikecohen.ca. Follow his travels 
at www.sandboxworld.com/travel and 
on Twitter @mikecohen.ca

A look at the beautiful ocean-front pool deck.

Active. Attractive. Affordable.
Everything you need in a retirement community!

Retirement Miramichi offers a wide variety of rental homes 
with a size and style to suit your budget and lifestyle. With 
rents as low as $543/month, you’ll have more time and 
money in your pocket to do the things you want to do.

Retire in Miramichi

Make the Right Move.
Call toll free: 1-888-844-2001
Check us out at...www.retirenb.ca
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