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heated pools. The poolside concierge provides every-
thing from cucumber hydration to tropical smoothies.   

Boucher Brothers
The Don CeSar Hotel partners with the award-win-

ning Boucher Brothers Management to pamper guests 
during their day on the beautiful St. Pete Beach. Take 
a walk from the pool deck and have some fun on 
the Gulf of Mexico, seeing the beautiful pink castle 
from a different view while cruising on wave run-
ners or exploring on ocean kayaks. We got to spend 
one day lounging in private daybeds and chilling out 
on a chaise for a luxurious take on fun in the sun at 
the Loews. Lunch and drinks were available right at 
our chairs via the Beachcomber. We also took advan-
tage of the Jet Ski rentals. It is $120 per hour or $60 
for a half hour after lunch time. You will save some 
money if you book it in the morning. Lunch at the 
Don CeSar’s Sea Porch is another option. The Chef 
de Cuisine ensures fresh catches, comfort food, and 
local coastal fl avors that cater to all appetites. This 
seaside location, with both indoor and outdoor seat-
ing, is the perfect place to enjoy breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner. Groups can enjoy the upper level, Gatsby’s, 
with sliding doors, a great choice for exclusive, pri-
vate functions for up to 30 people.

MIKE COHEN

Travel Spotlight

Le King David offers a fresh opportunity for seniors to  
live life to its fullest in a vibrant and friendly environment. 

Our residents enjoy the degree of independence they desire, 
complemented with a measure of personalized care.

Over the years my family and I 
have had many enjoyable trips to 
Florida. In most cases, we stayed in 
the Miami Beach area. However, working with the Ca-
nadian offi ce of Visit Florida (www.visitfl orida.com), I 
was encouraged to consider a trip to the St. Petersburg/
Clearwater area   

We were very fortunate to obtain accommodations 
at the Beach House Suites by The Don CeSar (www.
doncesar.com ), a Loews property until recent months. 
The hotel debuted its total room renovation in Febru-
ary 2016, introducing 70 brand-new all-suite accom-
modations. The resort, located directly on St. Pete 
Beach and just one-half mile from the iconic and posh 
Don CeSar Hotel, is perfect for extended stays, small-
er groups and families. Each suite includes a separate 
living room with sofa bed, washers and dryers and a 
kitchenette with mini-refrigerator, dishwasher, Keurig 
coffeemaker, microwave, toaster and induction stove 
top. Special details such as spectacular views of the 

Gulf of Mexico and pri-
vate balconies comple-
ment the new suites and 
make vacations at Beach 
House Suites that much 
more memorable. We felt 
very much at home.

Beach House Suites is 
a non-smoking property 
and welcomes pets ($45 
per night pet fee applies). 
There is a daily resort fee 
of $25 per room. When 
we fi rst booked this place 
we were excited to know 
that we had full access to 
the Don CeSar. You can 
get their by walking, via 
the shuttle or taking your 
own vehicle. We quickly 
discovered that lounging 
by the pool at the Beach 
House Suites was a solid 
option. For one thing, the 
pool area was never overly crowded. The pool at-
tendants set up our chairs and umbrellas each day. 

We swam in the nicely 
heated pool and took 
advantage of the warm 
and soothing Jacuzzi. 
You can play a game of 
ping pong, shuffl eboard 
or check out the giant 
chessboard. There is a 
full bar where you can 
get some great smooth-
ies and food items – the 
latter delivered within a 
half hour from the Don 
CeSar. 

Manager Andrew Isher-
wood and his staff do pay 
close attention to every-
one’s needs.  We did take 
advantage though of the 
full resort privileges at the 
Don CeSar, aka the Pink 
Palace, where room charg-
ing options are available. 
There are two beachfront 

A stay at Beach House Suites by Don CeSar in 
St. Pete includes full access to larger resort

View from the balcony of the beautiful Beach House Suites pool area.

The Beach House Suites offer all of the comforts of home.
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This space is offered by a donor of Sun Youth in collaboration 
with The Montrealer. For more information on our programs visit our 
website at www.sunyouthorg.com. For more news and information 

on Sun Youth and the community, like us on Facebook, follow us 
on Twitter and Instagram and connect with us on LinkedIn.

For a fourth consecutive 
year, Sun Youth had the 
pleasure of celebrating 
Valentine’s Day with its 
annual fundraiser dinner 
to the benefi t of its Heat-
ing Assistance Program. 
The evening was held 
once again at the Robin 
des Bois restaurant on 
February 15th, 2017. 
During this warm and en-
tertaining evening, Sun 
Youth had the chance to 
reconnect with friends 
and faithful partners such 
as Tommy Kulczyk, the 
organization`s former Di-
rector of Emergency Ser-
vices and now Montreal’s 
Commissioner of Youth, 
the Montreal Police De-
partment whose repre-
sentatives included their 
Director, Mr. Philippe Pi-
chet, representatives from 
the Montreal Gazette, 
the Chronic Viral Illness 
Service of the McGill 
University Health Cen-
ter, as well as represen-
tatives from Éconologis. 
And of course, the Per-
rault family were present 
and celebrated with us 
once again. 
There was also a big sur-
prise in store for the many 
guests: a chance to win 
tickets to watch the Mon-
treal Canadiens from the 
Gazette loge at the Bell 
Centre. Sun Youth would 
like to thank the Cadil-
lac Music band for hav-
ing entertained the crowd 
with a sing-along perfor-
mance throughout this heart-warming evening. Thanks also to Squish Candies for 
the delicious and tasty gummies and Florist Carmine for the 4th donation of roses 
we gave our guests. A special thanks to our loyal partner, Robin des Bois, for its 
warm welcome. Thanks to everyone and see you next year! 
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Faithful partners of Sun Youth, the Chronic Viral Ill-
ness Service of the McGill University Health Cen-
ter and The Montreal Gazette renewed their support 
once again this year. A special thanks to the Cadillac 
Music band for having entertained the crowd with a 
sing-along performance throughout this heart-warm-
ing evening. 

An evening full of love 
and warmth for Sun Youth!

Valentine’s Party raises funds 
for the Heating Assistance Program

Echoes of Sun Youth
by Caroline Viger-Lazare
Sun Youth Communications 

Department

It turned out that one of the more 
outstanding restaurants in St. Pete was 
right at the Don CeSar. The Maritana 
Grille exudes fine dining. Our meal 
there was a true experience. There is a 
reason why this made it as a USA To-
day 10 Best acclaimed restaurants. It 
features food sourced from local farms, 
dairies, and fishermen and includes 
traditional contemporary favorites pre-
pared with a creative twist.  The menu 
is accented with an extensive wine 
list, first-class service, and a stunning 
setting, graced by dazzling salt wa-
ter aquariums. Ask about the private 
Chef’s Table, where your entire dinner 
experience is specially created and pre-
sented by the talented culinary team—
the perfect setting for special occasions 
or whenever the mood strikes. In this 
case you are seated right in the kitchen.

We began with some drinks, the 
pink pearl consisting of chopin vodka, 
Chambord, champagne sparkle and 
fresh raspberry. On this night, a fabu-
lous seafood platter was available. It 
consisted of some crabs, large shrimp 
and six kusshi British Columbia oys-
ters, with champagne mignonette and 
cocktail sauce. In addition, we ordered 
some delicious tuna sashimi (with 
ginger vinaigrette, lemongrass aioli 
and ginger crunch) to share while one 

member of party selected the roasted 
carrot bisque. This literally tasted like 
candy it was so good, featuring toast-
ed coriander, lime and chili oil.

For the main course, we selected 
three dishes: Maine lobster, with 
hand-cut pappardelle, asparagus 
spears, trumpet mushrooms and lob-
ster cream; an extraordinary serving of 
Chilean sea bass, with confit potatoes, 
asparagus, oyster mushrooms, herb 
foam and port lemon reduction; and 
an Anderson Ranch Lamb Rack, with 
celery root purée, sweet pea gnocchi, 
carrots and mint pesto. 

The dessert options were tantaliz-
ing, and we opted for the olive oil cake 
(white chocolate ice cream, vanilla 
custard, black pepper strawberries 
and olive oil powder), the key lime 
semi fredo (graham cracker whipped 
cream, crushed blackberry sauce, me-
ringue kisses and blackberry sherbet) 
and mocha spheres (dark chocolate 
espresso, coconut ice cream, caramel 
cream and cocoa toast). This was defi-
nitely an opportunity to share, so we 
dove into each one at a time. 

Open for dinner daily at 5:30 pm, 
reservations are strongly recommend-
ed. You can call 727-360-1882. Hats 
off to chef Mouhssine Benhamacht 
and his team.

The Maritana Grill

The Maritana Grill at the Don CeSar is among St. Pete’s top restaurants.

Fox Rent-A-Car a wise choice for the best deals
By Mike Cohen

When planning our trip to St. Peters-
burg, Florida for last December, we need-
ed to rent a car. In terms of the brands we 
were familiar with, the cost was high. 
Then I turned to Fox Rent a Car.

Our Air Canada flight landed at the 
airport in Tampa. A free shuttle brought 
us to their area headquarters, where we 
drove away with a Chrysler 300. At 
Fox you’ll find economy cars, family-
size cars, SUVs, mini-vans and luxury 
or sport vehicles available for your dis-
count rental.  

The shuttle pickup was very smooth. 
It is a pleasant 10 minute drive from the 
airport.

I was very impressed with the Tampa 
operation, managed by Johnny Hubner. 
Fox has been in Florida for five years 
now, with locations in Tampa, Orlando, 

Johnny Hubner  is the Tampa GM 
for Fox 
Fort Myers, Miami and Fort Lauder-
dale. Their prices are significantly bet-
ter than the competition. “Pricing is 
obviously a big factor when renting a 
car,” says Hubner. “That and of course 
the reputation of the company. I be-
lieve we stand out on both counts.”

For more information call (800) 
225-4369 Ext. 1 or (310) 641-3838 
Ext. 1. You can also log on to www.
foxrentacar.com.
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