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Important city 

phone numbers

Côte Saint-Luc  
City Hall 

5801 Cavendish Blvd. 
Tel: 514-485-6800

Urban Planning 
and Permits 

5801 Cavendish Blvd. 
Tel: 514-485-6800

Eleanor London 
Côte Saint-Luc  
Public Library 

5851 Cavendish Blvd. 
Tel: 514-485-6900

Parks and  
Recreation  

7500 Mackle Rd. 
Tel: 514-485-6806

Côte Saint-Luc 
Gymnasium 

7500 Mackle Rd. 
Tel: 514-485-6806

Côte Saint-Luc  
Municipal Pool 

7500 Mackle Rd. 
Tel: 514-485-6806

Samuel  
Moskovitch Arena 

6985 Mackle Rd. 
Tel: 514-485-6806

Public Works 
7001 Mackle Rd. 

Tel: 514-485-6868

Public Security 
Tel: 514-485-6960

Emergency  
Medical Services 

(EMS) 
Tel.: 514-485-6950

Mike Cohen
City Councillor for District 2

Responsible for Corporate 
Identity, Communications 

and Inter-Community  
Relations

Summer 2009

Since becoming mayor in 
January 2006, I have been 
working with the city council 
to look for better and more 
efficient ways to get things 
done. This is even more im-
portant during the economic 
recession now underway in 
North America. We know 
that many people are anx-
ious about their jobs and fi-
nancial health. 

I am proud that we run the 
municipal government like 
a business. Our job as a city 
council is to deliver the best 
possible services to our resi-
dents at the lowest cost. 

As we gear up for summer, 
you will notice signs an-
nouncing renovations to our 
aqueducts, roads and parks. 
This is part of our system-
atic improvements to infra-
structure—a process that we 
started even before provin-
cial and federal governments 
conceived of their economic 
stimulus packages.

Côte Saint-Luc has spent or 
set aside more than $11 mil-
lion for repairs, maintenance 
and improvements to our 
water infrastructure network 
from 2006 to 2009. This year 
we will continue to modern-
ize the network and have 
identified 31 streets where 
underground work needs to 
be done. In 2009, Côte Saint-
Luc will invest approximately 
$5 million in its aqueduct 
network (sleeving), the ma-
jority of this investment will 
be covered by the Federal 
Excise Gasoline Tax Refund 
Program. The upgrades to 
the network are expected to 
benefit our city and its resi-
dents for the next 50 years.

In the context of District 2, 
we have already repaved 

Rembrandt 
Ave. and 
this year 
we will be 
r e p av in g 
Sir Walter 
Scott Ave. We have begun 
the process of improving 
Rembrandt Park and next 
year we will be installing 
new tennis courts with im-
proved lighting at the park, 
bringing the total number of 
courts up to five. We have 
heard the complaints of 
Marc Chagall Ave. residents 
about speeding and have 
taken measures to slow cars 
down on the curves on the 
street. We also took steps 
last year to ensure that no 
strip mall would be built on 
Marc Chagall Ave.

It has been a pleasure work-
ing with Councillor Mike 
Cohen on issues relating to 
District 2 and his portfolio 
as well as all other issues that 
come before the city coun-
cil. One of my key goals as 
Mayor has been to improve 
communications with the 
public and empower Côte 
Saint-Luc residents through 
this increased knowledge. 
Councillor Cohen has intro-
duced the concepts of dis-
trict meetings, which allows 
District 2 residents to have 
regular interactions with 
their own councillor on 
issues specific to District 2.  
This is an excellent concept 
that enhances the democrat-
ic process and I congratulate 
him for this as well as his 
excellent work as your local 
city councillor.

I wish all of you a great sum-
mer season and please take 
advantage of Côte Saint-Luc 
programs and facilities.

s the four-year man-
date of Côte Saint-
Luc city council 

draws near to a close, I am 
pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to provide timely infor-
mation to constituents in my 
annual District 2 newsletter.

When I was elected with 
a 92 percent majority nearly four years ago, one of my 
first pledges was to make sure the process of communi-
cations between the city and our residents was greatly 
enhanced. We began by establishing a professionally run 
Public Affairs and Communications office. A new website 
was introduced as was an online newsletter. The Côte 
Saint-Luc Courier newspaper, a staple in this city prior to 
the four-year merger with Montreal, was brought back to 
life. While councillor columns appeared in The Courier, I 
felt that an annual door-to-door newsletter targeted to 
each district was necessary as well. This is my third such 
publication.

Côte Saint-Luc
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Mayor’s Message

Mayor Anthony 
Housefather

Dear fellow residents of District 2,

Councillor Cohen with Dis-
trict 2 resident Steve Stein 
and his son Mathew at the 
Côte Saint-Luc Minor Hock-
ey Banquet in April.

Rabbi Mendel Raskin wel-
comes Councillor Cohen to 
Beth Chabad’s grand Purim 
celebration in March.

I carried forward with an-
other important promise 
and that was the introduc-
tion of District 2 informa-
tion meetings. Twice an-
nually I invite all of my 
constituents to city hall or a 
location within the district 
to discuss and learn more 
about pressing issues that 
affect our immediate neigh-
bourhood. These meetings 
have been highly successful, 
appreciated and well at-
tended. In fact, a few of my 
colleagues on city council 
have begun emulating this 
idea. For me, knocking on 
someone’s door once every 
four years is not enough.

My website (www.
mikecohen.ca) contains a 
City Blog where I regularly 
update constituents on im-
portant issues. While I get 
many phone calls through 
the city councillor tele-
phone line at 514-485-6935, 
more and more constituents 
are communicating with 
me via email (mcohen@ 
cotesaintluc.org) and sub-
scribing to my blog.

Councillor Mike Cohen greets  Megan, Daniel and Juliana 
to the new waterplay area at Rembrandt Park.



Other issues I have worked on these past four years included:

District 2 encompasses Merrimac, Rembrandt, Kildare 
(between Rembrandt and Marc Chagall), Sir Walter 
Scott, Ilan Ramon, Marc Chagall, Mackle (between 
Cavendish and Brandeis), Cavendish Mall, Cavendish 
(Manoir Montefiore, Manoir Camelia, L’Excelsior) and 
Honoré-de-Balzac. For more information, I can be 
reached at (514) 485-6845 or mcohen@cotesaintluc.
org. Please note that due to the delivery procedures of 
Canada Post, some homes outside District 2 are receiv-
ing this newsletter. Those of you who don’t reside within 
the boundaries above fall into this category.
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Log on and subscribe to my blog at  
h t t p : // w w w . m i k e c o h e n . c a / 
mikecohen/blog_index.html

m		Traffic and speeding problems on Marc Chagall Ave. 
and near Bialik High School on Kildare Rd. were given 
increased attention. By installing planters on Marc Cha-
gall Ave. for the spring, summer and fall months speeding 
has been greatly reduced. At Bialik I established a Stu-
dent Traffic Committee, which worked towards sensitizing 
parent motorists to be more respectful of the traffic laws. 
Neighbourhood Police Station 9 also began undertaking 
increased surveillance of the area and handing out more 
tickets.

m		I have maintained good communications with the admin-
istration at Bialik through their various expansion periods. 
Construction was conducted in an orderly fashion and 
resulted in the addition of a third floor and greatly im-
proved facilities. Enrolment did not increase. The building 
they were in was simply too small for its present popu-
lation. Bialik remains a good corporate citizen. Bialik, in 
fact, became the first school on the island of Montreal to 
formally adopt a composting program in conjunction with 
their municipality.   

m		Beth Chabad has been part of District 2 for many years, 
operating out of its Cavendish Mall location. They are now 
about to move into their new facility across from Bialik, even 
though it is not yet complete.  I have worked very closely 
with the rabbi and board of the Beth Chabad Menachem 
Community Youth Centre to ensure an orderly transition 
to the neighbourhood. While this land was rezoned to ac-
commodate them more than a decade ago, now that they 

are finally moving in we need to properly introduce them to their neighbours. When fully 
completed, the new facility will include a youth lounge, computer and teen fitness rooms, 
a cafeteria, library, kollel/study room, social hall, Sephardic and Ashkenazi synagogues and 
a men’s mikvah.

m  A threat to build a strip mall on Marc Chagall Ave., which residents were clearly against, 
was alleviated when Mayor Anthony Housefather and I persuaded enough councillors to 
rezone the land for town houses. As of this writing, though, sales are slow for this complex 
and it might not become a reality. 

m		The street and sidewalks of Rembrandt Ave. were repaved and Sir Walter Scott Ave. will 
get the same treatment this summer.

m		At Rembrandt Park we responded to years of requests by filling in the soccer pit and turn-
ing it into an attractively levelled off area. No longer were delinquents able to use this as a 

As the chair of the city’s Toponymy and Sponsorship Com-
mittee, I oversaw the naming of a new street after the late 
poet Irving Layton, the introduction of brand new street signs 
throughout the city and the creation of the city’s first ever 
guidelines for sponsorship and naming rights opportunities. 
We have started off slow, focusing on smaller ticket items such 
as bench dedications and event and program sponsorships. 
While we have held meetings with different potential high 
profile sponsors, we have an internal timetable to do all of this 
at the right pace.

Our Communications Committee has ensured continuity in 
terms of media relations, marketing and advertising from all 
departments, introduced councillor newsletters, the e-news-
letter and an increased web presence.

I myself added a municipal blog to my personal website (www.
mikecohen.ca) and update it as frequently as necessary.

The Côte Saint-Luc Courier newspaper has become more 
“thematic” in nature, making it a much more interesting read.

During the last four years my activities devoted to 
the city at large have included:

late night hideout or launching pad for rock throwing, nor 
to drag down park benches. Through a private anonymous 
donor, new baby swings were also installed in the park.   

m		More recently, a new water play area and some climbing 
equipment was constructed at Rembrandt Park. Plans now 
call for us to add new tennis courts and consider remov-
ing the basketball courts, which tend to attract kids from 
outside of the community.

m		The new Veterans Park next to city hall on Cavendish Blvd. 
was completed as promised and now serves as a fitting 
spot for us to hold V-E Day and Remembrance Day cere-
monies.

m  I have remained in constant touch with the Commander of 
Neighbourhood Police Station 9, Sylvain Bissonnette, and 
his staff on matters of safety and security for the district. 
Our Volunteer Citizens on Patrol (vCOPs) have also been 
called upon when needed.

m		The synchronization of lights at Cavendish Blvd. and  
Kildare Ave. have greatly enhanced traffic flow while pedes-
trians can now take advantage of a protected head start of 
seven to nine seconds when crossing. Furthermore, city coun-
cil’s decision to implement a double left turn at Fleet and Cav-
endish has helped move traffic quicker on Kildare Rd.

Councillor Cohen helps launch the Bialik High School recycling program.

At V-E Day in May, Councillor Cohen shares a moment with for-
mer Mayor Bernard Lang, Edward Wolkove and Michael Kutz.

An Intercommunity Relations 
Committee was established 
by me for the first time in this 
city, bringing together repre-
sentatives from community 
organizations based in this city 
at least twice a year for a valu-
able exchange of information.

During the mandate, I co-
chaired the annual Seniors 
Golf Outing each summer 
bringing corporate sponsor-
ship to the event for the first 
time. I also co-chaired Can-
ada Day 2007 and sit on the 
steering group for this July’s 
Human Rights Walkway in-
duction.

Other committees I have sat 
and participated at have been 
Traffic, Audit, Parks and Rec-
reation and Library.


