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By Alexandra Cohen

NEW YORK – Come From Away (www.comefro-
maway.com), the new Broadway musical by Canadian 
husband and wife duo Irene Sankoff and David Hein, 
tells the often-forgotten story of the 38 planes that were 
diverted to Gander, Newfoundland on September 11, 
2001. While the tragedy of 9/11 does not sound like 
the most uplifting premise for a musical, the show’s 
creators refer to it instead as a story about 9/12 and the 
days that followed. Come From Away, to put it simply, 
is a 100-minute musical celebrating human empathy 
and kindness.

The small town of Gander nearly doubled its pop-
ulation, turning itself upside down to accommodate 
the visitors, many of whom spoke different languag-
es and came from different cultural backgrounds. 
Come From Away, which was nominated for seven 
Tony Awards including Best Musical, features an 
outstanding ensemble of actors who work together 
to tell this deeply moving story. Each performer 
plays multiple roles, and they transition seamlessly 
from Newfoundlanders to the people on the planes 
under the expert direction of Tony Award-winner 
Christopher Ashley. 

Of particular note in the cast is Tony-nominee Jenn 
Colella, who amongst other roles, plays Captain Bever-
ly Bass. Bass was, as sung by Colella, “the first female 
American captain in history”, and her plane flying from 
Paris to Dallas was one of the 38 diverted to Gander. 

She has been to see Come From Away a whopping 61 
times thus far. “I never get tired of it,” Bass told the 
New York Times, also adding “I can’t believe I’ve seen 
it that many times – but I’m ready to go back.”  Leav-
ing the theatre following the show, I couldn’t help but 
feel exceptionally proud to be Canadian. Come From 
Away is laced with inside jokes meant just for us, like 
references to Tim Hortons and Molson beer, along with 
stereotypical jokes like a moose standing in the mid-
dle of the road and the communal disappointment felt 
when hockey is cancelled.  

While history largely forgot about the incredible 
people of Gander, that cannot be said anymore. In 
June, it was announced that for their hospitality and 
kindness, the town of Gander will be honored as the 
first municipality to win an international humanitar-
ian award from the Values-In-Action Foundation. 
Come From Away will also launch a North American 
tour across the United States and Canada at Seattle’s 
5th Avenue Theatre in October 2018, and a third pro-
duction has been announced to play Toronto’s Royal 
Alexandra Theatre beginning on Tuesday, February 
13, 2018.

Broadway shows are indeed the number one draw 
when visiting New York. Finding a hotel close to the 
action is always key. There is no better spot than the 
historic Algonquin Hotel (www.algonquinhotel.com).  
Located in the heart of Midtown Manhattan, this jewel 
of historic New York hotels commands the center of 
44th Street, just a block and a half away from Times 

Square. The Algonquin first opened its doors in 1902. 
Today it is part of the Marriott chain’s Autograph Col-
lection, an evolving ensemble of strikingly independent 
hotels. For 100 years, the Algonquin has been greeting 
and lodging the country’s most prominent writers and 
literary personalities, as well as the leading figures of 
the American stage 

 Each of the 181 rooms and 25 suites features a 
comfortable well-lit work desk, as well as complimen-
tary Wi-Fi. Always one step ahead of everyone else, 
the hotel was the first to offer accommodations to ac-
tors and single women travellers. You can download 
the special Folio app, which will provide access to a 
wide variety of ebooks you can read as long as you 
remain on the premises. Check out The Blue Bar, The 
Round Table Restaurant and the casual Lobby Lounge. 
As a cat lover we are always excited to see the house 
cat. There have been three females named Matilda and 
eight males called Hamlet. 

A true Canadian story comes to 
Broadway in Come From Away
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The cast from Come From Away.
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