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If you are looking for a nice 
American city to visit with great 
shopping, restaurants and attrac-
tions, then consider Buffalo, New York (www.visitbuf-
faloniagara.com). This is especially convenient should 
you have any trips to very nearby Toronto or Niagara 
Falls planned.

Retail destinations include malls like the Walden 
Galleria, Boulevard Mall, Eastern Hills Mall, Fashion 
Outlets of Niagara and the McKinley Mall, as well as 
eclectic and charming shopping districts such as Buf-
falo’s Elmwood Village, Hertel Avenue, Williamsville, 
Clarence Center and the village of East Aurora.  

How much time do you have? The Buffalo area has 
outstanding theatre, a world-class orchestra, archi-
tecture tours, nightlife along the resurgent Chippewa 
Street and one of the world’s top collections of mod-
ern art at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery. Sports lovers 
will find Buffalo Bills football, Buffalo Sabres hockey 
and Buffalo Bisons baseball, as well as major college 
football, basketball and hockey. For people with an 
appetite, there are a wealth of charming bistros and 
restaurants serving local specialties such as “Buffalo” 
chicken wings, as well as truly affordable fine cuisine.

Nearby attractions include Darien Lake, New York 
State’s largest amusement park; the “Grand Canyon of 
the East” at Letchworth State Park; the internationally-
renowned Victorian village at the Chautauqua Institu-
tion; the Erie Canal; the oldest buildings on the Great 
Lakes at Old Fort Niagara; the Seneca Niagara Casino 
and the Genesee Country Village and Museum, the 
country’s third-largest living history museum.

Among some of the family attractions  to look out 
for are the Buffalo Zoo, the Buffalo Museum of Sci-
ence, Explore ‘n’ More Children’s Museum, the Am-
herst Museum, Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum, 
Martin’s Fantasy Island Amusement Park, the Aquar-
ium of Niagara, Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours, Old Fort 
Niagara and the Buffalo and Erie County Naval and 
Military Park.

We saw a movie at the Regal Transit Center Stadium 
18 & IMAX at 6707 Transit Road in Williamsville, a 
mere 10 minutes from our hotel.  I always enjoy see-
ing a movie at the Regal chain (www.regmovies.com).  
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As the name of the complex says, this is stadium seat-
ing. There is a large parking lot and very friendly staff.

In terms of accommodations, we were very fortu-
nate to come across the very recently opened Stay-
bridge Suites Buffalo Amherst (www.staybridgesuites.
com/amherstny), at 1290 Sweet Home Road, adjacent 
to the University at Buffalo –SUNY North Campus. 
Resting on the eastern shore of Lake Erie, the suburb 
of Amherst provides great access to entertainment, res-
taurants and attractions. Buffalo Niagara International 
Airport (BUF) is eight miles away. It turned out to be 
an excellent location.  

This is an extended stay pet friendly hotel, which 
offers studios, one bedroom and two bedroom/ two 
bathroom suites, as well as an indoor saltwater pool, 
a fitness room, an in-season BBQ Pavillion with grills 
and complimentary guest laundry. You also get a full 
hot breakfast each morning, along with evening so-
cial receptions Tuesday through Thursdays. We chose 
the two bedroom option and for three of us it offered 
the kind of personal space one is not normally ac-
customed to during a family stay in a hotel. With a 
king size bed (and one amazingly comfortable read-
ing chair) in the master bedroom, two double beds in 

the other and a pullout couch in the living room two 
families could happily share the premises. We also 
appreciated the 24 hour free coffee, tea, hot choco-
late, milk, juices and soft drinks, the “Great Room” 
where you can hang out with business associates and 
the “Den” filled with books, games and lots of comfy 
little nooks.

Each hotel room is furnished with a 42 inch flat 
screen HD TV, DVD players, IPod docking stations, 
alarm clocks and fully equipped kitchens; complete 
with pots, pans and utensils. There is good workspace 
and wireless internet. This property even has additional 
storage units available on each floor.

This is the eighth property opened by the folks at 
Ellicott Development and over the next couple of years 
they plan many more. You can see the others at http://
www.ellicottdevelopment.com/portfolio/hotels. They 
range from luxury boutique to other extended stay lo-
cales. You can call: 1-877-660-8550 for reservations or 
do so online at www.staybridgesuites.com/amherstny.

Mike Cohen’s email address is info@mikecohen.ca. 
Follow his travels at www.sandboxworld.com/travel or 
on Twitter @mikecohencsl.


